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Sally Jongsma
Students in Dr. Ed Starkenburg’s class “Teaching Sciences in the Elementary and Middle School” are spreading out 
in pairs to schools across Sioux County this 
spring. They’re teaming up with the Sioux 
County Extension Service to teach a science 
unit titled “Eating Healthy and Having Fun” to 
third graders. And students in Professors Tim 
Van Soelen and Dennis De Jong’s “Teaching 
Mathematics in the Elementary and Middle 
School” took over the classrooms of Hull 
Christian School on February 17 to teach 
units on mathematics and help raise students’ 
curiosity about math.
 “Watching students teach a unit gives 
a better way to assess a lesson plan,” Van 
Soelen says about his students’ afternoon 
at Hull Christian School. But that was only 
one part of his aim. He also wanted to serve 
the school. Van Soelen proposed having his 
class of nearly forty students come into the 
school for an afternoon so that teachers could 
have what is called an “in-service” day, a 
day when they could participate in teacher 
development activities without having to 
cancel classes. 
 The Dordt professors worked with Principal 
Ryan Zonneveld (’96) to organize an afternoon 
where groups of three students planned a math 
lesson for each class, based on what the class 
was currently studying. Having them work in 
groups took some of the pressure off being in 
charge of the class, Van Soelen believes.
 “You need to set the hook and get them 
interested in what they’re going to be doing for 
the afternoon,” he told his students. 
 After presenting the lesson, the Dordt 
students spent the second half of the afternoon 
playing math games with their elementary 
students. The education students came up with 
a variety of activities appropriate for the grade 
level they were teaching, encouraging the 
children to explore and have fun with math.
 This was not just diversion, Van Soelen 
says. One of the important things he tries to do 
is help people at all levels get past mathphobia.
 “People aren’t just good or bad at math,” 
he says. “They’ve usually had unsuccessful 
experiences.” These are sometimes made worse 
by competitive, individualized classrooms and 
pressure to get good grades rather than take the 
time to explore and understand.
 Van Soelen knows the importance of 
helping students think differently about math. 
Many of his students come into the class 
somewhat mathphobic. 
 “Many are quick to share that they’re no 
good at math—and our society simply accepts 
that response.” Van Soelen tries to give them 
a broader understanding of mathematics that 
goes beyond simply number crunching and 
computation.
 At the beginning of the semester, he 
asks them to identify a color that describes 
mathematics. Most list black or gray.
  “Math is about problem solving, logic, and 
reasoning, among other things,” he tells them. 
“They all think they’re pretty good problem 
solvers so this helps them get started.” He tries 
to get them to see mathematics as something 
creative, something to enjoy. Mathematics isn’t 
computing simple right and wrong answers, 
but fi nding one of what may be many ways 
to solve a concrete problem. He hopes that a 
project like the one they did on February 17 
takes away some anxiety and helps them see 
that they can have fun doing math too.
 The experience gave Dordt students an 
opportunity to do something that De Jong 
and Van Soelen have stressed repeatedly—to 
use ideas from other classes in their math 
lessons. De Jong adds, “It was good for 
students to be reminded that students are 
not all at the same level, do not all have the 
same motivation to learn, and do not gain 
understanding at the same rate.”  
  “From my perspective the event was 
wonderful, better than anticipated,” Van Soelen 
says. “I think it was an excellent authentic 
assessment of what we have been studying.” 
 “Students also found out how important the 
planning part of teaching is. We had discussed 
the quote 'fail to plan, plan to fail’ in class but 
an activity such as this gives credence to the 
saying. Students had planned well and realized 
what might have happened if they hadn’t.”
 In his response to the day at Hull Christian 
School, Jake Van Dam put it this way, 
“Sometimes, all of my class work makes me 
forget why I want to be a teacher. This fi eld 
experience reminded me.”
  Van Soelen has further proof that what he 
is doing is bearing fruit. The last time he asked 
them for a color to describe mathematics 
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Suzi Buiter, a sophomore elementary education major from Byron Center, Michigan, played math games with second 
graders at Hull Christian School as part of a teaching assignment for her methods class.
Response to an afternoon of teaching mathematics was positive. Future 
teacher Dan Van Ruler said after the 
experience, “Our class did end up 
missing their break, but they didn't mind. 
We gave them the opportunity to have 
their break at the end of class, but they 
decided to continue on with the lesson! 
That was very encouraging for us!”
 Jana Groenenboom said, “I thought 
my teaching went very well. I was 
worried because I thought that I would 
be nervous, but I was very comfortable 
and at ease in the classroom. This 
experience showed me that I could 
actually do it.” 
Refl ections on Teaching
Vo i c e  2
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
For many years Dordt College was known as the “Fishbowl College.” People who knew very little about 
the college and its mission knew 
of us for one thing—a stunning 
photograph of a fi shbowl 
perched on a pedestal along the 
ocean shore, captioned with the 
words—“Dordt College: Step 
Into a Larger World.”  
 It was an eye-catching 
photo. We used it in our 
advertising. We mailed 
posters of that photo to 
prospective students by 
the tens of thousands, 
not simply because it 
was eye-catching, but 
because it said something 
about what we really want 
Dordt College to be—a 
way to step into a larger world.
 We took our share of good-natured 
ribbing about the poster. Many people think 
that if you want to fi nd a larger world, you 
should go to New York City, not Sioux 
Center, Iowa. Others presume that if you 
want an educational experience that opens 
up a larger world, you should head for a 
50,000-student research university, not a 
1250-student residential college.  
 Even the best advertising images wear 
out eventually. We’ve retired the fi shbowl, 
at least for now, but the commitment 
remains, and even needs to grow. If you 
really do want an educational gateway 
to the world, there may well be no better 
place to head than Dordt College.
 I’m not an artist so I 
haven’t come up with an eye-
catching graphic to express 
this image. But its message 
is central to the strategic 
plan that is guiding Dordt 
College today. Our residential 
campus in Sioux Center, Iowa, 
will continue to fl ourish and 
develop—but not as a fi nal 
destination. Our campus 
must increasingly serve 
not as an end in itself but 
as a gateway to a global 
world of service.
     I was reminded of that 
when I visited Managua, 
Nicaragua, this winter. There I had the 
opportunity to consult with the staff of the 
Nehemiah Center, a multi-agency center 
that is dedicated to rebuilding that country 
on the basis of and out of the power of a 
biblical worldview. Dordt College has been 
a partner in that work already. Not only 
have AMOR volunteer teams been going 
there for ten years, but currently fi ve of 
our alumni are teaching at the Nicaragua 
Christian Academy, which is designed to 
help potential leaders develop a biblical 
worldview for the renewing service that 
needs to be done in that country and 
beyond. Twelve Dordt College students 
and two staff volunteers participated in a 
winter service project there this winter, 
and two of our students remained behind 
to be involved in internships—one in 
business and one in education. One of our 
alums is involved in a farmer-to-farmer 
partnership program, and other alumni and 
emeritus staff from Sioux Center travel 
to Nicaragua regularly. In fact, Dordt 
College land has grown crops in past years 
to support this program, and Nicaraguans 
involved in these projects have visited 
our campus. In addition, Dr. John Van 
Dyk has been teaching Christian teachers 
through workshops and graduate courses in 
Managua, and our agriculture department 
has offered courses in Nicaragua itself. 
Dordt College already has become an 
educational gateway to that part of Latin 
America.
 A European gateway is being developed 
out of our existing European Studies 
program in the Netherlands, and we are 
in conversation with Reformed Korean 
universities to establish an Asian gateway. 
For many years already, Dordt College has 
partnered with other Christian colleges 
to provide urban gateways in Chicago, 
Washington, D.C., and Los Angeles. And 
just this year we added Rehoboth, New 
Mexico, as a Native American gateway 
experience. Geographically and culturally, 
our campus in Sioux Center is an entry 
point into God’s wider world.
 In a world being described as 
increasingly “fl at” because of our global 
interdependence, we need to become ever 
more conscious and intentional about 
building these strong connections to a 
larger world. Don’t get me wrong. Sioux 
Center is a great place, and our campus 
is a marvelous place to study, explore, 
and learn the secrets of wisdom for 
understanding God’s world and to prepare 
for service in it. It’s been that for fi fty 
years and, by God’s grace, will be an even 
stronger center for learning and service 
in the next fi fty years. But increasingly 
any campus needs to become a vibrant 
educational community that gathers 
together students from across the continent 
and from around the world. 
 Our campus must continue to become 
even more connected to the “larger world” 
that our old posters proclaimed. Increasing 
racial and ethnic diversity within our 
community and the many opportunities 
mentioned above are helping us do that. 
After all, our goal must always be an 
educational community whose impact 
spreads out across the continent and around 
the world—all for the glory of the One who 
really is the Lord of every square inch in 
that world.
College is a gateway to the world
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
(continued from page 1)
he received responses such as “tie-dyed” or 
“rainbow.”
 Starkenburg thinks cooperating with the 
Extension Service is a great opportunity. 
“For many students it is diffi cult to focus 
on how they’re teaching and what they’re 
teaching the fi rst few times they are in front 
of a class,” he says. Focusing on teaching 
strategies, class management, and relating 
to students is easier if they don’t have to 
worry about whether they have prepared a 
good lesson.
 Before they go into the classroom, 
Starkenburg’s students are trained by the 
local Extension Service. Using games, 
hands-on activities, and snacks, the unit 
teaches students about such things as the 
food group pyramid and healthy food 
choices. They talk about the importance 
of exercise—movement and play—and 
model it. And they talk about such things 
as serving size, what kinds of foods are 
healthy, and what to eat for breakfast. 
 Starkenburg believes that by using 
“tried and true” activities, students are 
more likely to have successful early 
teaching experiences. Success breeds 
confi dence and is a good motivator, he 
adds.
 Teaching for the Extension Service 
has other benefi ts too. Students fi nd out 
about some valuable curriculum resources, 
says Starkenburg. He used some of the 
Extension Service units when he taught 
fourth graders.
 “This curriculum does an excellent job 
of promoting stewardship and teaching 
children how to take care of the resources 
God gave us,” he says.
 What may be as important as any of 
these benefi ts is the fact that it is a science 
unit.
 “Many elementary and middle school 
teachers aren’t comfortable with the 
science part of their load,” he says. He 
believes they feel they don’t know enough, 
which is probably because they didn’t 
enjoy science themselves. This project 
gives them a successful fi rst experience 
with teaching science.
 “Children go into school loving nature 
and science. By the time they graduate 
from high school, many hate it,” he says. 
“Too often they say they have had to 
memorize facts that don’t seem to have any 
connection to their lives.”
 Starkenburg can relate. He never liked 
science until he started teaching it and 
doing interesting things with his students. 
“You need to inspire curiosity and a sense 
of wonder about the world to get students 
interested,” he says.
 The “Eating Healthy, Having Fun” unit 
also models what Starkenburg believes is 
an important teaching strategy—asking 
questions.
 “We’ve somehow taught children to 
think that asking questions means they are 
ignorant. But, especially in science, you 
need to start there. That’s how you fi nd 
out how things work.” Starkenburg tries 
to model this strategy as he teaches future 
teachers. “The number one determiner of 
how people will teach is how they’ve been 
taught,” says Starkenburg. That can create 
a barrier to change. While he can’t undo 
ineffective teaching some of his students 
may have experienced, he can model what 
he believes is a more effective way in his 
methods classes and hope his students can 
make it stick.
 “I understand that it is easier to teach 
the old fashioned way, memorizing 
facts from the textbook. New teachers, 
especially, often fi nd themselves caught 
in a time crunch,” he says, but teaching 
for the test is not the same as teaching for 
wonder and understanding.
 Knowing how success breeds 
confi dence, Van Soelen, De Jong, and 
Starkenburg are enthusiastic about using 
these kinds of teaching opportunities for 
their students.
Education students 
learn as they teach in 
elementary schools
Aaron Bogaard, an elementary education major from Lynden, Washington, helped a group of fourth grade 
boys discover mathematics through games and puzzles.
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Sally Jongsma
Dr. Charles Adams likes to think of his Technology and Society class as “Harry’s den with a paper.”
 “Technology and Society” is the senior 
capstone course for engineering and 
computer science majors. In the process 
of studying a Christian philosophy of 
technology, students discuss such issues 
as the role of computers, appropriate 
technology, and historical views of 
technology. The course also focuses on 
engineering ethics, addressing issues 
such as safety and risk, professional 
responsibility and authority, whistle-
blowing, responsible salary structures, and 
career choice. 
 Adams models the course on Friday 
nights in the 60s that he and others spent at 
the home of his friend Harry, a New York 
businessman. 
 “It was a wonderful time of music, 
conversation, and learning,” Adams says. 
Harry’s home was a magnet for Christians 
interested in learning how they might make 
their faith direct the whole of their lives—
particularly their college studies.
 While Adams can’t recreate that 
experience, he believes the setting affects 
what happens in the class. Engineering 
and computer science majors, joined by a 
few philosophy, English, history, and other 
majors, gather on Monday evenings for 
presentations and discussion.
 “Engineers aren’t typically the most 
talkative, so having other majors present 
helps the discussion and adds different 
insights,” Adams says. 
 Engineering 390 is not something 
you’d fi nd in most college or university 
engineering curricula. The course focuses 
on a Christian philosophy of technology 
and is obviously heavy on Christian 
perspective. But it is not Christian icing 
on a secular cake. The course takes 
many threads introduced and developed 
in individual courses in the four-year 
curriculum and weaves them together in a 
conscious Christian response to concrete 
contemporary issues. 
 Adams divides each class into two 
parts: a time of presentation and a time of 
discussion. In the fi rst six classes, he shares 
his understanding of a Christian perspective 
on science and technology, describing the 
fundamentals of a Christian philosophy and 
a Christian philosophy of technology. He 
also discusses aesthetics and design, and he 
talks about authenticity and truth in design. 
Showing the fi lm The Day After the Trinity: 
Robert Oppenheimer and the Atomic Bomb, 
helps students see how easy it is to get 
caught up in the “inertia of technology,” 
and how decisions regarding who one 
serves with one’s talents are complex.
 It’s a time of show-and-tell for Adams, 
as he shares music and literature as well 
as the wonderful books he’s read and 
the wealth of ideas he’s found that can 
help shape the way thoughtful Christians 
respond to their technological world.
 Of course, not all students respond 
positively to any class, but in their end-
of-semester evaluations Adams has had 
many students over the years say that the 
class had a signifi cant impact on them. 
One wrote, “I think this course has had the 
largest effect on my overall worldview of 
any of the courses I have taken.” Another 
wrote, “I really learned to see everything 
in life as a response to the Creator. It has 
played a big part in the type of job I search 
for and what the company values.”
 To prepare for their class discussions, 
students read from Psalms, Hosea, Exodus, 
Isaiah, Matthew, and Jonah as well as from 
their textbooks: Responsible Technology
(Monsma), The Fabric of This World 
(Hardy), and Engineering Ethics (Martin 
and Shinzinger). And they read short 
practical essays that Adams has written 
over the years and compiled in a volume 
titled “Exercising our Worldview.” 
 The fi rst part of the course is admittedly 
theoretical, because Adams believes that 
philosophical grounding is crucial to 
thoughtful response and concrete action. 
Then, using what they have learned about 
management theory from their reading 
and discussion of The Fabric of this 
World and what they have learned about 
cultural appropriateness, stewardship, 
and justice from Responsible Technology, 
students are asked to design one aspect of a 
technological business enterprise. 
 “When I used to give students a fi ctional 
company, some complained that it was an 
unrealistic assignment,” Adams says. So 
today he gives them a thriving company  
that has actually used some suggestions 
made by earlier classes.
 That company is Adams Thermal 
Systems in Canton, South Dakota, owned 
by Adams’ son Mike, a 1994 graduate 
of Dordt’s engineering department. 
Employing 300 people, including 
engineers, programmers, and research 
scientists as well as managers, clerical 
people, technicians, and laborers, Adams 
Thermal Systems designs and manufactures 
heat exchangers for engines in trucks and 
agricultural machinery. Its mission is to 
be obedient to the Word of the Lord in its 
structure, its operation, and its impact on 
society. The company plans to design and 
manufacture products that promote energy 
stewardship. It has also implemented many 
radical organizational and compensation 
policies that grew out of that mission. 
 For the assignment, Adams asks 
groups to be radically Christian in their 
thinking and requires them to present a 
written report and give a fi fteen-minute 
presentation to other members of the 
class. Asked whether the group project 
was effective, one student said, “It helped 
me look at how, if I get into management, 
I should try to run a company based on 
strong biblical norms.” 
 Two additional assignments challenge 
students to delve into issues in their fi eld. 
Each student writes a scholarly research 
paper on a topic related to a Christian 
understanding of technology and leads a 
seminar based on the paper. This is the 
“…with a paper” part of the “Harry’s 
den with a paper” description. Here, too, 
Adams drew on his own experience. One 
of the most enjoyable and valuable things 
he remembers about his master’s program 
was a research paper he wrote. Whether 
his students will share the memory as 
a highlight or not, Adams believes the 
experience is a positive life skill, requiring 
students to learn in detail about some issue 
in their fi eld, take a position on it, and be 
able to present that argument to others.
 And students write weekly journals, 
refl ecting, questioning, and commenting on 
things they’ve read for the week. Adams 
says the journal gives him an opportunity to 
interact more individually with students as 
they think about what they’ve read. In fact, 
he looks forward to Saturday mornings 
when he puts on a pot of coffee, retreats 
to his study, and, from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m., reads and comments on his students’ 
refl ections. 
 Adams hopes that Engineering 390, 
Technology and Society, not only helps his 
students develop a Christian perspective 
on technology, but also a desire to continue 
reading and thinking once they are in 
professional work situations, maintaining 
a strong sense of  their calling as Christian 
engineers and computer experts.
 “I see tremendous growth in most 
students between their fi rst year and their 
senior year in the program, but I worry that, 
as they become absorbed in day-to-day 
deadlines and pressures, these issues get 
left behind,” he says.
 He is encouraged by comments like 
“This has been a challenging and enriching 
class for me. I wish there were more 
classes like this one and more opportunity 
to discuss issues like these.”
Senior engineers 
get fi nal send-off   
in capstone course
In their senior capstone course, Technology and Society, engineering students build on the technical training 
they've received and relate it more consciously to broader issues in the fi eld of engineering.
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The group project focuses on how a technological organization 
should be structured, how this 
structure will be a response to 
creational norms, and how it will 
differ from the typical North American 
business. Each group works on one 
facet of the enterprise:
1. The structure of the organization. 
How are the offi ces related to 
each other? How do you maintain 
structure while not merely adopting a 
hierarchical business model?
2. How the company will maintain 
its economic existence, particularly 
with reference to profi t/non-profi t, 
price of products/services, and the 
relationship of the company to its 
current and future customers
3. A radically biblical salary and 
benefi t package for all workers 
4. How the company will relate to 
the surrounding community and 
affect the environment
5. Guidelines and issues for hiring 
and managing employees (fellow 
servants)
Group Project
Dordt Th eatre 
chosen for 
regional festival
Two Dordt College student productions were awarded 
special recognition at the Region 
V American College Theater 
Festival (ACTF) at North 
Dakota State University Jan. 
22-28. 
The Life Everlasting was 
named as alternate for the 
festival, where only nine shows 
have been invited to perform. 
(This year there were fi fty-six 
participating entries.) Jonathan 
Horlings wrote and directed 
this play, which was presented 
at Dordt in December. The plot 
for Horlings’ play revolved 
around three sisters trapped in 
an abandoned basement, where 
childhood actions came back to 
haunt them. Horlings is a theatre 
arts major from Bradford, 
Ontario, Canada, who graduated 
at the end of the fall semester.
 Included in the festival’s 
Showcase of Invited Scenes will 
be a scene from Death Song, 
written and produced by Ethan 
Koerner, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Koerner graduated in May with 
a degree in theatre arts and 
emphases in acting/directing, 
design, and scenic art. Koerner’s 
play was an exploration of the 
experience of death and dying, 
and included more than thirty 
puppets made by Koerner 
and a Dordt art student (Joe 
Hoksbergen.)
 In addition, costume designs 
from this year’s October 
production Into the Woods will 
be displayed at the regional 
event. Dordt’s costume designer 
and seamstress, Sue Blom, 
tailor-made approximately fi fty 
fairy-tale costumes for that 
production with workstudy 
student assistance.
 Region V consists of colleges 
in Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North and 
South Dakota. Adjudicators 
attend each theater event at 
participating college campuses 
and select the best to perform 
at regional festivals. Some of 
these productions may then be 
selected for advancement to the 
national festival at the Kennedy 
Center in Washington, D.C.
Campus
Capsules
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Julie Ooms
Twice a week after school, students from Kinsey Elementary School of Sioux Center get the chance 
to become pirates, kings, soldiers, and 
runaway slaves and take a journey through 
a world of learning quite unlike those most 
people are familiar with. This experience 
comes to them courtesy of Professor Jeri 
Schelhaas and the students in her Creative 
Dramatics class, an education elective 
that explores how drama can be used to 
jumpstart and enhance learning.
 The program started at Kinsey three 
years ago as an after-school drama club, but 
could no longer be held at the school after 
two years because of budget cuts. This year, 
the First Reformed Church of Sioux Center 
is hosting the program, allowing the Kinsey 
students—and Dordt students—to continue 
learning through pantomime, theatre games, 
verbal exercises, interviews, and debates.
 “Drama lets the kids live in the world 
they’re learning about,” Schelhaas says 
about the program, which Dordt students 
participate in as a part of the Creative 
Dramatics class. “It helps them come to 
care about what they’re learning and makes 
the learning real.” 
 Schelhaas describes creative dramatics 
as an example of active learning, in which 
students ask questions and act out scenes 
in order to arrive at information rather 
than passively receiving it through lecture. 
For example, one day Schelhaas and her 
students (two students accompany her each 
time the program is held, and the whole 
class rotates in pairs until everyone has 
participated at least twice) will ask the 
students to pretend they are runaway slaves 
traveling along the Underground Railroad. 
How are they feeling? Are they sad, angry, 
or frightened? When will they leave? Will 
the moon be shining the night they escape? 
What kinds of food should they bring? Such 
a strategy makes students ask questions 
and, as a result, turn to their textbooks for 
answers.  
 Creative dramatics helps students realize 
that they are not learning just about events 
and dates and places, but about real people. 
“Students pretend their way into a lot of 
knowledge,” Schelhaas says.  
 The program also benefi ts the Dordt 
students in Schelhaas’ class—most of them 
are education majors, but some are theatre 
or even youth ministry majors. The students 
learn how to work with kids, how to plan 
lessons and execute them, and, perhaps 
most importantly, how to think on their feet. 
The course also offers Dordt students an 
opportunity to teach prior to their semester 
of student teaching, and helps them to 
realize their own talents as they use them to 
benefi t others.
 Above all, the program makes learning 
fun. “Delight is an important part of 
creation,” Schelhaas says emphatically. 
“God created us to delight in the world, 
in each other. Creative dramatics helps 
students delight in learning.”
Julie Ooms
Women students at Dordt College who need to feel 
connected, or who want an 
atmosphere where they are free 
to discuss important issues or 
struggles, or who want a safe 
place to talk about things or 
sensitive issues, can often fi nd 
their needs met by Women of 
Promise, a women’s Bible study 
group.
 Started three years ago in the 
fall of 2003, Women of Promise 
comprises sixty women split 
into eight small groups of six or 
seven. In these close-knit circles 
women discuss anything from 
their sexuality to their spiritual 
lives and study biblical truths 
pertaining to themselves and their 
callings in the world.  
 Linsay Carlson, a resident 
director and the founder of 
the group, says that when she 
presented the idea at GIFT 
one evening three years ago, 
there was an immediate and 
overwhelming response.  
 “There seems to be a need 
for something like Women of 
Promise at Dordt,” Carlson 
says. “I think the group provides 
an answer to this generation’s 
longing for connectedness.” 
Carlson also believes that the 
group provides women with 
encouragement for acts of 
kingdom service.
 “One of the main goals 
of Women of Promise is to 
empower women to serve in the 
kingdom,” says Carlson.
 Along with leading and 
organizing the small groups 
dotting Dordt’s campus, Carlson 
and her fellow Women of 
Promise leaders plan retreats 
and outreaches, not only for 
Dordt students but also for high 
school students and church youth 
groups.  On February 3, 2006, 
the group organized a retreat for 
Dordt women. They’ve been to 
St. Louis to conduct a retreat at a 
Fine Arts high school, have held 
similar retreats and conventions 
(mostly for women, but 
sometimes co-ed) for area youth 
groups and Western Christian 
High School, and plan on going 
to Colorado Springs this summer 
to serve some youth groups there. 
 Even with such events behind 
them and more in the works, 
Carlson says Women of Promise 
is still in the start-up stage. She 
hopes the group will expand 
to be a campus-wide ministry 
for women, including a prayer 
ministry, a website, a group of 
leaders to minister to prospective 
women students, and a team 
that focuses on development 
for women in leadership. The 
ultimate goal of the group, 
Carlson says, is that all the 
women who are leaders now 
may go on to serve as leaders 
somewhere in their own churches 
and communities, being active in 
the kingdom.       
Women of Promise outreach and leadership team includes students from a wide 
range of majors. Pictured are: front row: Nichole Timmer, Jaime Altena, Lindsey 
Snieder, Shannon Van Staalduinen, Jackie Miedema; second row: Megan Moore, 
Rachel Daale, Sheila De Stigter, Abby De Groot, Linsay Carlson; third row: Jami 
Smith, Valerie Sinnema, Maggie Kloet







Creative Dramatics students, as a class, plan activities they can use in the after-school program they run for 
elementary students from Kinsey Elementary School in Sioux Center.
FACT Club 
helps out 
 After seeing the devastation 
brought about by Hurricane 
Katrina, the FACT Club (Future 
Active Christian Teachers) felt 
called to do something to help 
schools in New Orleans. They 
decided to run a fundraiser at 
Kinsey Elementary School in 
Sioux Center.
 The fundraiser, aimed at 
raising money to buy books for 
these schools, was a “Penny 
War,” classroom competition 
that involved every class in the 
school. Each class had a bucket 
in their room which Kinsey 
students fi lled with as many 
pennies as they could each day. 
After four weeks, each class’s 
change was counted and the 
classroom that collected the 
most coins received a free pizza 
party. The Kinsey students 
were very excited about the 
fundraiser; in fact, within the 
fi rst week of the penny war, 
the entire count of pennies 
for the whole school was just 
over 60,000 pennies. By the 
end of the month, students had 
raised $1159.67. The FACT 
club sent the money to Grace 
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Julie Ooms 
Several years ago when Dordt students were asked what they wanted in the new Campus Center, many 
requested a place where students could go 
to relax, have fun playing pool or foosball 
or other games they didn’t have much 
access to before, and maybe forget they had 
homework for a little while. The college 
obliged. 
 Today, the basement of Dordt’s new 
Campus Center is a full-fl edged game room, 
equipped with three pool tables, a ping pong 
table, two foosball tables, a shuffl eboard 
table, two video game machines, and four 
bowling lanes with automatic scoring and a 
wide selection of bowling balls. 
 The game room also boasts numerous 
board games (which students can either play 
at tables in the game room or check out for a 
week at a time and take back to their rooms) 
and a small TV room with a DVD/VCR 
player, chairs and tables, and a counter with 
a sink for snack preparation. 
 “The game room offers students an 
opportunity for light entertainment and 
social interaction on campus,” says Student 
Services Director Ken Boersma. “One of 
its goals is to provide healthy on-campus 
activities students can do together.”  
 Before Dordt had such a facility, says 
Duane Mulder, the maintenance person 
responsible for the game room, students had 
to schedule four or fi ve hours at a time to 
travel to bigger towns like Sioux Falls or 
Sioux City for entertainment. Although they 
still do, the game room allows students to 
take shorter, more spontaneous breaks, since 
they only need a few minutes to walk there. 
Plus, the activities are free.
 The game room is also used for bowling 
intramurals and bowling classes, which 
students may take to fulfi ll their HPER 
(physical education) requirement. Students 
in bowling classes are required to bowl 
games several times a week. Intramural 
bowling teams are organized in the fall of 
each year and bowl in the late evenings on 
weekdays. These two activities contribute 
to the campus community both Boersma 
and Mulder talk about, and also make good 
use of the game room’s four bowling lanes, 
which Boersma calls “one of the unique 
features of Dordt College.”
 The game room is open from 2 p.m. to 
12 a.m., six days a week, and from 9-12 
p.m. on Sundays, giving students ample 
time to take advantage of the facility. Dordt 
faculty and staff can also use the game 
room free of charge, and members of the 
Sioux Center community may use it for an 
admission fee. The game room is open once 
a week in the summer for faculty, staff, and 
their families to use, and on some other days 
during the year for general use when most 
of Dordt’s students are off campus.
  “I think it’s a great thing to have on 
campus,” says sophomore Joel Westra, 
who works at the facility on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays. 
 “I think people should take more 
advantage of it, especially when the weather 
warms up and it isn’t as cold a walk to the 
campus center.” Most people who come in 
are regulars, Westra says—members of the 
HPER bowling classes or groups of friends 
and couples who come in to play pool or 
a board game. “It seems as each semester 
progresses students get busier and more 
stressed, and then they don’t come in as 
often,” Westra continues, “but I think the 
game room is a good way to relieve some of 
that stress and have fun with friends.”   
 That’s a sentiment Boersma and Mulder, 
and most students, would share.   
Bowling, pool, or foosball, anyone?
Faculty Openings:August 2006
August 2006
Business Administration Faculty (Possible Openings)
Introductory and advanced courses, especially in Human Resources, 
Economics, or Accounting
Communication (Possible Opening)
Teach introductory courses, public relations, and organizational 
communication.
Nursing Faculty
Teach selected BSN completion courses; develop courses in Family, 
Community and Public Health and Professional Practice.  Master’s degree 
and current license or eligibility for licensure as professional nurse in Iowa 
required.
Psychology Faculty (Possible Opening)
Teach introductory and upper-level courses. Specialty is open, but some 
preference is given to applicants interested in teaching statistics or research 
courses. 
Social Work Faculty, Director of Field Education
Teach in all areas of generalist BSW program; direct and coordinate BSW fi eld 
education program. MSW and a minimum of 2 years post-MSW experience 
required; social work fi eld practicum and supervision experience preferred.
Spanish (Possible Opening)
Ph.D. or Ed.D. completed or in progress, with native or near-native fl uency. 
August 2007
Criminal Justice  
Teach in an interdisciplinary criminal justice program. Qualifi ed applicants 
should have a background in such areas as criminal justice, criminology, 
sociology, or related fi eld. Completed applications should be submitted by 
February 1, 2007, for full consideration.
Position Openings
To learn more about a faculty position and receive application 
materials, qualifi ed persons committed to a Reformed, biblical 
perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged to send a 
letter of interest and curriculum vita/resume to:
Dr. Rockne McCarthy,  Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Dordt College
498 4th Ave. NE   
Sioux Center, IA  51250-1697
Facsimile: 712 722-4496
E-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu
Web site: www.dordt.edu/offi ces/academic_affairs
Staff candidates should possess a B.A., with three or more years 
of related experience. Qualifi ed candidates with a personal 
commitment to a Reformed, biblical faith, and to the mission of 
Dordt College, should forward a letter of application and resume to:
Susan Droog, Director of Human Resources
Dordt College
498 Fourth Ave NE 
Sioux Center, IA 51250
Phone:  (712) 722-6011,  Fax:  (712) 722-1198
E-mail:  sdroog@dordt.edu
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly 
encourages the applications of women, minorities, and disabled 
persons.
D O R D T  C O L L E G E
 The Game Room on the lower level of the Campus Center, offers students an opportunity to take a break from 
studying or spend a free weekend evening with friends. In addition to bowling, pool, and other recreational 
table games, the area has a huge selection of board games.
The Director of Annual Giving plans 
and implements direct mail strategies, 
oversees the phonathon program,  and 
manages a portfolio of leadership level 
donors for personal cultivation and 
solicitation. The position requires strong 
verbal and written communication skills 
as well as leadership skills for training 
and supervising student employees.  
The candidate should be highly 
motivated with the ability to effectively 
communicate the vision and mission 
of Dordt College in a way that inspires 
action and investment. Evening work and 
some travel is required.  
Special Gifts Offi cer — A key 
member of the advancement team, the 
Special Gifts Offi cer builds relationships 
and secures gift support for Dordt 
College through face-to-face visits with 
existing and prospective donors. This 
person will be responsible for managing 
the cultivation and solicitation of gifts 
from a portfolio of prospective donors 
with the capability of making gifts of 
$50,000 or greater. The candidate 
should be highly motivated, an excellent 
communicator in oral, written, and 
technological media, and be comfortable 
and bold in asking for special gifts.  
Signifi cant travel will be required.
 Staff Openings:
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F A C U L T Y  P R O F I L E
Dr. Karen De Mol, whose offi ce is tucked away in the lower level of the music building, says she’s 
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunities she’s 
had to “rub shoulders” with historians, 
chemists, social workers, and more during 
the six years she’s been chair of the 
faculty assembly. It’s certainly not that she 
doesn’t enjoy her colleagues in the music 
department. In fact she says, “There we all 
are together, busy with music all day—and 
most evenings too. What could be better?” 
Yet the regular contact she’s had with 
colleagues who are passionately committed 
to their work has given new meaning to 
being part of an academic community. She 
says it has heightened her respect for her 
colleagues and for their insights and their 
commitment to the mission of the college.
 When De Mol began her term as chair 
of the faculty assembly, her responsibilities 
seemed fairly limited: prepare the agenda 
for faculty meetings—in consultation 
with Secretary Duane Bajema and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs Rockne 
McCarthy—and lead faculty meetings. She 
was done, until the next meeting.  
 Almost. As chair of the faculty 
assembly she also plans the periodic 
faculty forums—evenings when professors 
share ideas, deliberate, and debate—and 
encourage each other.
 But in the last couple of years other 
expectations have been added to the 
role. The faculty chair and secretary are 
increasingly being used as representatives 
of the faculty to meet with and serve on a 
variety of committees and ad hoc groups on 
campus. This year, they also began meeting 
regularly with the Academic Council.
 “We’re another set of ears and eyes, 
looking for opportunities to enhance 
communication among different parts of 
the college community,” De Mol says, 
adding that she and Bajema work very 
much as a team. 
 “We don’t claim to be able always to 
speak for the whole faculty; we speak as 
ourselves on behalf of the faculty, bringing 
a faculty voice and perspective to various 
discussions.”
 One of De Mol’s main goals is to 
encourage better communication—between 
herself and faculty members, between 
individual faculty members, and between 
faculty and administrators. She’s learned that 
because she lives across campus from most 
of the faculty, it’s best to visit them in person 
when she needs to talk about a matter.
 “It makes a huge difference,” she says, 
“because in person you are able to deal 
with others better as people and to learn 
the context, both professional and family, 
in which they live and work—to know my 
colleagues as whole people rather than 
simply as bearers of issues.”
 As a result of such face-to-face 
conversations, her job of leading faculty 
meetings is also easier. “I get to know 
personalities. I get to know that the person 
who speaks fi rmly or intensely in faculty 
assembly usually speaks fi rmly or intensely 
in other contexts, and the person who 
speaks quietly or hesitantly usually speaks 
quietly or hesitantly in other settings.” 
It takes some of the guesswork out of 
dealing with group dynamics in meetings.  
Having personal relationships with her 
colleagues also gives her a better basis for 
conversations that have the potential for 
confl ict, she believes.  
 Despite the fact that her position could 
take up much more of her time, DeMol’s 
role as faculty chair is only a small part of 
her work. She is an avid and committed 
teacher. And she loves her work.
 She counts it a privilege to work with 
people who share her Christian faith and 
reformational approach to life as they 
prepare students for the rest of their lives. 
“I love working with people who believe 
in the purpose of this institution,” she says. 
“It’s not just a job for us.”  
 She’s learned things too.
 “Teaching and learning is a very 
cooperative process,” she says. “Unless 
you are sensitive to whether and how 
students are learning, you aren’t really 
teaching.” She says she’s learned over 
and over again the amazing fact that each 
student is a unique person, with unique 
gifts, and gifts that grow. She tries to apply 
that knowledge to her interaction with 
faculty colleagues too.
 At the end of the day—following 
classes, meetings, and conversations—she 
bids goodbye to her last student but hangs 
on to her clarinet. Playing—practicing—
has always been both a challenge and a joy. 
It’s physical, it’s expressive, and for her 
it’s the perfect end to busy days fi lled with 
challenges, hard work, and a job done as 
well as she could do it.
Julie Ooms
On the bus ride to a choral convention in Omaha, Nebraska, Carolyn Sybesma answers 
questions about herself as she dips a slice 
of red pepper into a tupperware container 
of hummus—a Middle Eastern dip made 
of chickpeas, tahini, lemon juice, garlic, 
and spices. The spicy hummus smell draws 
curious looks from other passengers. 
Sybesma herself reddens a bit before 
pulling out another strip of pepper and 
explains her personal view of “calling.”
 Sybesma, a senior music major at 
Dordt, grew up between Hull and Sioux 
Center, went to Dordt as her whole family 
had, and dreamed of playing Dordt 
volleyball—which she did, for a year and 
a month. After she made Concert Choir 
in her sophomore year, Sybesma dropped 
volleyball and started to get seriously 
involved in music. This year, she is a 
general music major, with an emphasis 
in piano, and participates in both Concert 
Choir and Chamber Orchestra (she plays 
the violin). 
 The switch from volleyball to music 
demonstrates what she feels is God’s plan 
for her life. “I have a diffi cult time with 
the word ‘calling,’” she says. “I think what 
I’m doing is a response to what I’ve been 
given. God has given me a gift for music, 
and a lot of opportunities to work in the 
kingdom, and I respond to those gifts.” Her 
responses have taken her, and likely will 
continue to take her, to interesting places 
as she graduates and moves on to life after 
college.
 This past semester Sybesma responded 
to an opportunity to go to Australia and 
study piano and general music at the Wesley 
Institute of Performing Arts in Sydney, 
where she lived with an Australian family 
of cookie makers (“Except they call them 
‘biscuits,’” she explains.) and spent a lot of 
time (when she wasn’t studying) in Sydney, 
exploring the city’s culture. Not only did the 
experience enhance the musical education 
she’s getting at Dordt, but, Sybesma says, 
“It gave me a chance to step out of the 
‘Reformed worldview bubble’ and meet a 
lot of people who had faith and experiences 
in life outside my own. I gained a lot of 
independence and awareness of cultures 
I hadn’t experienced.” She also had the 
opportunity to eat kangaroo, which, she 
says, isn’t too bad.
 After graduation, Sybesma plans to 
take a year off before going on to graduate 
school in piano performance. When asked 
why she’ll likely wait a year, she explains, 
“It takes a while to put together an audition 
for schools. I’d also like to travel before 
going on to grad school, and, well, it’ll 
be nice to just have a year off!” And after 
graduate school? “More school,” Sybesma 
says, laughing, “I’d love to just keep 
learning and playing music. But my more 
long-term goals are to teach music as a 
professor at a university. I think I could 
take a number of different paths to get 
there.” 
 Outside of school, Sybesma seizes 
every opportunity she gets to try new 
things—especially foods. Besides kangaroo 
and hummus, she’s eaten octopus, bear, 
buffalo, emu, and crocodile, and she loves 
to cook. She also enjoys photography, 
running, reading, and the card game Rook. 
“Well, winning at Rook,” she says with a 
grin. 
 Her real passion, however, is music. 
She’s set high goals for herself in that area, 
and she doesn’t doubt that she’ll be granted 
opportunities to reach those goals. “I’m 
using my gifts,” she says. “I just want to 
be involved in music and play music and 
teach music to others.” Whatever of those 
multiple paths she ends up following, she 
is committed to using them for the good of 
Christ’s kingdom.  
S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E
Carolyn Sybesma takes on the world
De Mol ends sixth year as faculty chair
Karen De Mol
Carolyn Sybesma eagerly ate pizza topped with emu on one slice and crocodile on the other during her fall 





Twelve Dordt College students and a pair of staff 
members used a week of their 
semester break to serve in the 
Dominican Republic as mission 
workers on an AMOR (A 
Mission OutReach) team. 
 “During the fi rst day of work, 
we started building the wall,” 
recalls Jessica Roorda. “Most of 
us had never done this before. I 
will always remember how the 
Dominicans working with us 
stopped, and starting laughing 
so hard at us. The wall was not 
straight at all! It took us a while 
to get it a little straighter, but by 
the end of the week we had it 
down pat.”
 The newly constructed 
wall provides a safety barrier 
between traffi c, pedestrians and 
the school children, and the 
removal of another wall allows 
children to walk between two 
school buildings without going 
into the street to get around it. 
The new cafeteria at the school 
makes the former kitchen 
available for use as a teacher’s 
work area, while the basketball 
court meets new government 
standards for schools.   
 “Some of these children 
would have no education, were 
it not for the work of World 
Wide Christian Schools and the 
many workers from Canada and 
the U.S.,” said Karen Rynders 
a Dordt College employee. 
There are now 5,000 children 
in twenty-one schools in the 
Dominican Republic. At the 
school where the team worked, 
one group of children attended 
from 8 -12 a.m. and a second 
group attended from 2-6 p.m., 
allowing the school to teach 
more students, and giving a 
break during the hottest part of 
the day.
 The Dominicans’ simpler life 
style impressed Brittany Rook, 
who added, “People weren’t 
worried about having their car 
scratched by someone trying 
to squeeze by. Kids didn’t beg 
for brand new toys; they found 
garbage on the side of the roads, 
and invented a way to make it 
fun. People were so willing to 
love and have a good time.”
 “The main thing I noticed 
while in the D.R. was how 
happy the people there are.  
They are living in poverty with 
scarce material possessions, yet 
they are happy, and they love 
their country.  I wish Americans 




T H I S  S Q U A R E  I N C H
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Jonathan Warner
If you google “Sioux County” and “Zylstra,” sooner or later you get a hit for 
President Carl Zylstra of Dordt 
College. But seventy-fi ve years 
ago, in the depths of the Great 
Depression, it was another Zylstra 
from the area who was the 
center of attention, and his 
town, Hawarden, in the west 
of the county, was briefl y in 
the national limelight.
 Charles J. Zylstra had 
an idea to alleviate the 
effects of unemployment 
and lack of business activity 
that characterized the Depression. With 
the support of local businesses, the City 
Council would provide jobs for the 
unemployed on various public works 
projects, and pay them in scrip certifi cates.
 Each one-dollar certifi cate had spaces 
on the back for thirty-six three-cent 
stamps. Each time the scrip was 
used, a three-cent stamp had to 
be affi xed to the back. When all 
the spaces bore a stamp, the city 
council would give the bearer 
one dollar for the certifi cate. 
The scrip was ‘self-liquidating,’ 
in that the money raised from the 
sale of the stamps would raise 
$1.08 for the city–one dollar 
to pay for the redemption of 
the scrip, and eight cents to 
cover the issuing and printing 
expenses. 
 A visit to Hawarden from 
the Yale economist Irving 
Fisher gave a great deal of 
publicity to the stamp scrip idea. Letters 
requesting details of the Hawarden scheme 
came from many different places, and 
several groups of people sent delegations to 
see how it worked. A newsreel team came 
to fi lm people using the scrip. Zylstra’s 
plan was featured in books and magazine 
articles. 
Other Iowa towns followed Hawarden’s 
lead. Zylstra was elected to the Iowa 
legislature in the Democratic landslide 
of November 1932, and introduced a 
bill to allow counties to introduce stamp 
scrip schemes. Four counties did so, with 
varying degrees of success. 
 My current research project is to 
document the various city and county 
stamp scrip schemes of Iowa and the 
surrounding states, to preserve this largely-
forgotten episode in the U.S.’s past. I’m 
also interested in the factors that infl uenced 
the success, or otherwise, of stamped scrip 
schemes. If you have information on, or 
interest in, this form of Depression-era 





Warner studies local scrips
Jonathan Warner
F A C U L T Y  N E W S
Dr. Doug Allen, a professor of physics, 
collaborated on a peer-reviewed paper 
published in the 
February issue 
of the journal 
Monthly Weather 
Review, published 




of the 2002 Southern 
Hemisphere 
stratospheric major 
warming,” appears in issue 134(2) on pages 
498-518. 
 Allen also has two non-peer 
reviewed articles come out recently. His 
article “Meteorology” appeared in the 
Encyclopedia of Physics, Third Edition, and  
“NOGAPS-ALPHA Simulations of the 2002 
Antarctic Stratospheric Major Warming” 
appeared in the NRL Review, 2005. 
Dr. Wes Jamison, a professor of 
agriculture and the director of the college’s 
Agriculture 
Stewardship 
Center, was a 
keynote speaker 
at the Wisconsin 
Pork Conference 
in the Wisconsin 
Dells in January 
and in Florida at 
the Young Dairy 
Leaders Institute in 
February. He spoke 
on the subjects of animal rights, animal 
welfare, and agricultural politics. Jamison 
also spoke at the American Veterinary 
Medical Association’s leadership meeting in 
Chicago and the North American Veterinary 
Conference in Orlando. 
Dr. Jim Vanderwoerd’s article “Threat 
From the South: Is American Religion Bad 
News for Canadian Social Welfare?” has 
been accepted for an upcoming special 
edition of the journal, Critical Social Work, 
Volume 7, Number 1. This is a free-access 
electronic journal available at: www.
criticalsocialwork.com/. Vanderwoerd is a 
professor of social work.
Dr. Rob Horton, a professor in the 
music department, is preparing for the 
semifi nal (May 20th) and fi nal (July 2nd) 
rounds of the American Guild of Organists 
(AGO) National Young Artists Competition 
in Organ Performance (NYACOP).  Horton 
is one of seven competitors. The semifi nal 
round at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral in 
Des Moines will eliminate four for a round 
of three fi nalists at Saint Paul’s United 
Church of Christ in Chicago. Horton gave a 
concert at First United Methodist Church of 
Sioux Falls on Sunday, March 26, and will 
give a concert and masterclass at Graceland 
University in Lamoni, Iowa, on April 12 and 
13.
 On campus Horton organized and 
directed adjunct faculty and students in a 
performance of J.S. Bach’s Cantata #199 on 
February 17.
 Theatre Arts Professor Jeri Schelhaas
served as the Classical Award judge for the 
semi-fi nal round of 
the Irene Ryan Acting 




Festival in Fargo in 
late January. In early 
February she served 
as the KCACTF 
responder to Iowa 
State University’s 
production of How I Learned to Drive.
 Art Professor David Versluis had a 
typographic collage, titled “Urban Edge,” 
accepted for the juried exhibition “Image 
and Word” at the Quad City Arts Gallery, 
Rock Island, Illinois. The March show 
coincided with the Quad City Arts literary 
theme for this year. Artists from Illinois and 
Iowa were invited to submit entries.
Dr. Charles Adams, professor of 
engineering and dean of the natural 
sciences, spoke for the Calvin Christian 
Speakers Series 
on February 9 
in Minneapolis. 





Discipleship in the 
Age of Technology.”  
He also spoke in 
chapel and in a 
biology class at the Calvin Christian High 
School the next morning.
Dr. John Zwart, professor of physics, 
attended the American Association of 
Physics Teachers winter meeting held in 
Anchorage, Alaska, in January. A member 
of the organization’s council, Zwart was 
elected to serve on the Membership and 
Benefi ts Committee.
Dr. Calvin Jongsma delivered the 
keynote address for the 2006 B.J. Haan 
Education Conference held on Dordt's 
campus on March 9 and 10. His presentation 
was titled “Always Important, Never 
Enough: A Christian Perspective on 
Mathematics and Mathematics Education.”
Thanks for the Memories
 Senior faculty member Dr. John Van 
Dyk plans to retire at the end of the 2005-
06 school year. In 
recognition of and 
appreciation for 
his forty years of 
service, the education 
department plans 
a tribute to John 




are invited to submit 
a favorite memory, a way in which Dr. 
Van Dyk infl uenced him/her, or other 
comments. Please send them to Jenny Van 







Science teachers at Dordt College have their own take on the situation that focuses less on United States superiority in the 
sciences and more on responsibly 
exploring and developing God’s 
good creation, but they share some 
concerns. 
 “Kids don’t seem to be getting 
excited about science,” says Dr. 
Charles Adams, dean of the natural 
science division at Dordt College. 
While it pains him to say it, he says 
he thinks (public) television, even 
with what he describes as its secular 
bias, does a better job of presenting 
science in an engaging manner than 
do some school curricula.
 Adams believes that students 
need opportunities to explore God’s 
world and relate what they are 
learning to life. Providing hands-
on exploration of creation is 
crucial. In addition, telling stories 
about scientists, the problems 
they’ve explored and the 
solutions they’ve found, may 
give curious students a more 
interesting context for 
learning, he suggests.
 Interest in 
science has always 
been at its best 
when connected to 
experience, as Dordt’s 
science professors will 
attest. Agriculture 
Professor Ron Vos 
says that curiosity 
and good experiences when he was 
a child are what attracted him to his 
current career. Dr. Doug Allen from 
the physics department says he was 
always curious about how things 
worked, and Engineering Professor 
Ethan Brue enjoyed problem 
solving and found an outlet for it in 
engineering. Physics Professor John 
Zwart enjoyed “messing around on 
the workbench with old appliances.”
 “I believe that students are 
drawn to science by the same type 
of curiosity about the creation that 
is so common in younger children 
(Daddy, why is the sky blue?),” says 
Zwart. This interest is nurtured by 
teachers or by family interests as the 
child grows up. “Interaction with 
creation is what makes good science 
education,” Zwart says.
 “We live in a 
culture that often has 
a narrow view of 
science and yet is 
concerned that more 
students are not 
being drawn to 
science programs,” 
says Adams. He 
believes there is 
a relationship: 
if curricula treat 
science only as a 
technical fi eld, 
only “science 





colleagues’ ideas parallel those of 
a growing number of people today 
and refl ect how science education 
is changing. Educators continue 
to learn more about what makes 
effective teaching and learning. 
And while national concerns about 
science education today apply to 
elementary and high schools, they 
also apply to colleges. 
 Most colleges and universities, 
including Dordt, Adams believes, 
have strong science curricula for 
talented students who are already 
interested in science—who need 
and want the kind of specialization 
currently offered. The curricula 
haven’t always been as effective 
for non-science majors. Dordt’s 
commitment to training students 
as whole people rather than 
specialists means that it needs to 
be as concerned about how to offer 
science education for non-majors as 
well for majors. Non-majors will be 
the future teachers and parents who 
help children develop a curiosity 
and love for God’s creation.
 For Allen, good science 
education needs to be fun. “Boring 
science is an oxymoron,” he 
says. “There are so many neat 
experiments, demos, and problems 
in each fi eld that can motivate 
interest.” Active learning happens 
through labs, reports, and fi eld trips 
as well as class presentations.
 Brue believes good science 
education needs to expose the 
mysteries of the natural world all 
around us, developing in students 
a passion and desire to unfold the 
world’s complexities. At the same 
time, it needs to help students 
understand the limits of scientifi c 
knowing.
 Partly in response to these 
issues, partly in response to Dordt 
College’s last accreditation process, 
and partly because it’s their job to 
stay current and be relevant in their 
programs, members of  Dordt’s 
natural science division 
are continually 
asking what it 










physics pedagogy literature,” says 
Zwart.
 Each academic department at 
Dordt College asks the question 
anew when it goes through a 
curricular assessment every seven 
years. Faculty look at what has 
changed in their fi eld, explore what 
colleagues at other institutions 
are doing, engage an outside 
evaluator to critique their program, 
and consider how students are 
responding to the program. 
 Accreditation processes are also 
good spurs for such questions. They 
do much more than give a “license” 
to offer accredited degrees for the 
next ten years because they require 
all parts of the institution to take 
an in-depth look at their programs. 
They also offer a professional 
evaluation by other experts. 
 The last North Central 
accreditation process confi rmed 
some things that Dordt College 
science professors already 
knew: meeting the needs of non-
science majors and keeping up 
with scientifi c and technological 
developments for majors will mean 
making periodic changes—tweaking 
curricula, adding new emphases, 
purchasing more equipment, 
continuing to change some of the 
ways we teach. Those, in turn, will 
put new demands on facilities.
 “This realization pushes us to 
discuss how our view of science 
teaching can be enhanced by or 
expressed in the facilities we have,” 
says Adams.
 Fictorie, who graduated from 
Dordt’s chemistry department in 
1990, describes the kinds of changes 
that have occurred between his 
student and professor years. 
 “Classes were lectures 
accompanied by working problems, 
and labs were ‘cookbook labs,’” 
The term “cookbook labs” has 
come to refer to labs that are very 
structured and have a specifi c 
result. Students who follow the 
procedures correctly get it right. 
Fictorie isn’t running down his 
chemistry education, and, in fact, 
believes there is a place for these 
labs alongside a broader, more 
experiential style of learning. But 
teaching has changed. Today, he 
uses many demonstrations that used 
to be left to labs, melding the line 
between classroom and laboratory 
and creating different demands on 
his classroom space.  Chemicals 
and equipment that were previously 
only used in the lab now need to 
be transported to a classroom that 
was built primarily as a lecture 
space. Labs that were built for 
individualized structured learning, 
now need to be used for more group 
work and learning.
 Fictorie emphasizes the value 
of interaction and collaboration 
between students. He likes to use 
a method of peer instruction he 
learned from physics educators.  
He puts a multiple choice question 
on an overhead. Students work out 
their individual answers, and then 
once they fi nd out they had different 
answers, try to convince each other 
of their answer’s validity.
  “If it’s a good question not all 
students will have the same answer, 
and they will have to explain why 
they arrived at the answer they 
did,” he says. Teaching or telling 
others always helps imprint an idea 
more fi rmly in students’ minds, 
he believes. Working in groups in 
class is more diffi cult in spaces 
with permanent lab tables set up for 
individual work.
 Fictorie and his colleagues’ 
labs are also more collaborative 
today and more open-ended as 
they attempt to more closely 
model actual experiments and 
research. Instead of being asked 
to follow a procedure to fi gure 
out the percentage of an unknown 
compound in a liquid, Fictorie 
may ask his students, for example, 
to confi rm that the bottle of three 
percent hydrogen peroxide he gave 
them actually has three percent 
hydrogen peroxide. Students need 
to both devise a procedure and do 
the experiment. These kinds of 
activities, Fictorie believes, are 
valuable because they use the kind 
of empirical, inductive reasoning 
scientists need to use in research. 
They work best in open, multi-use 
classroom/laboratory spaces.
 Other changes and expectations 
in today’s culture affect learning, 
too, say science professors. Experts 
and instructors are realizing that 
humanizing lab and study spaces 
leads to better working and learning. 
Adams is not surprised by this trend 
and believes it makes sense because 
of the way God created people to 
be whole beings, even when they 
engage in specialized study.
 Biology Professor Delmar 
Vander Zee says that students are 
always going to have to make 
the real connections between the 
various parts of their education, but 
curriculum and facilities contribute 
to that process.
 “‘Talking and doing’ is the most 
effective way to teach,” says Vander 
Zee. And more and more institutions 
are fi nding that providing spaces 
for students to work together on lab 
projects to study together with ready 
access to research data, computers, 
and resources, and to meet easily 
with faculty and fellow students 
encourages students to use the 
space and creates a better learning 
environment.
 Dordt’s science professors will 
continue to improve and challenge 
one another, in their efforts to give 
their students what they believe is 
the best science education they can 
offer. They also continue to dream 
about new ways they can help 
students understand how the good 
creation God made can be better 
understood and cared for.
Dordt College is already in the third year of its current 
accreditation by the North 
Central Association, but self-
study reports and evaluators’ 
comments from the review 
prompted discussions about 
how to make sure that Dordt 
science majors continue to 
receive the strong science 
education for which their 
programs have become known.
 More than two years 
ago, fi ve professors in the 
science division attended a 
PKAL (Project Kaleidoscope) 
workshop to help them think 
about the needs in the natural 
science division. PKAL is 
an informal national alliance 
whose goal is to help colleges 
and universities create strong 
learning environments for 
undergraduate students in 
mathematics, engineering, and 
the various fi elds in science.
 The PKAL organization 
focuses on “what works.” The 
team from Dordt College heard 
some things they already knew, 
but the workshop gave them 
an opportunity to refl ect on 
a variety of issues related to 
science education, including 
how facilities affect the kind of 
education they can offer.
PKAL notes:
• Science teaching has 
become more learning 
centered instead of teaching 
centered. 
• Learning is more 
experiential and less lecture-
based.
• Research is more integrated 
with class work instead of 
being something students do 
on the side.
• Disciplines are becoming 
more interconnected.
• Science programs are trying 
to encourage more students 
to join rather than weed out 
those that don’t make the cut.
 Dordt faculty, too, have 
found that more students 
today are visual learners, 
and that they look for ways 
to work together and build 
relationships, both with each 
other and with their professors. 
And faculty are fi nding that 
learning works best when 
it is done in community, 
when it is hands-on, when it 
makes connections between 
disciplines, and when it 
combines undergraduate 
teaching and student-faculty 
research.
 To encourage community, 
PKAL suggests that colleges 
provide lounge/study space 
in science buildings. Dr. Carl 
Fictorie, who headed Dordt’s 
PKAL team, points out that 
informal lounge/study areas 
in Dordt’s newer buildings, 
especially the Campus Center, 
regularly draw students. After 
returning from the PKAL 
workshop, science professors 
tried to implement some of 
the PKAL suggestions in their 
building.
 “Without such spaces, 
students come into the building 
only to go to class and then 
leave again,” Fictorie says. 
 Science professors found 
three areas in the science 
building and furnished 
them with tables, relatively 
comfortable chairs, and 
reference materials helpful 
to students as they study. 
They’ve been pleased with the 
results. The spaces are often 
occupied, and students drop 
by professors’ offi ces more 
frequently. Fictorie believes 
this more informal interaction 
is good for both students and 
professors. 
 Dordt faculty, too, are 
committed to hands-on 
learning—learning from 
creation rather than just 
learning about creation. The 
more this happens, the more 
the lines between classroom 
and laboratory have blurred. 
And to some extent the same 
has happened to some of the 
lines between disciplines 
of biology and chemistry 
and engineering as areas 
such as biochemistry and 
biotechnology have grown.
 And at Dordt College 
undergraduate research is 
becoming the norm rather than 
an option. Research projects 
provide a good way to teach 
and mentor, say professors. 
We help draw students into 
the subject of the discipline; 
they keep faculty active in 
their discipline, and they 
build connections between 
disciplines. 
Science professors 
explore how facilities 
affect their programs
People across the United States are concerned about science education today. Some 
worry that not enough students are choosing to specialize in the sciences. Many focus 
on the fact that U.S. science students continue to lag behind those from other countries.
Experiencing the World Around 
C E N T E R  P I E C E
If you’re a junior high or high school science teacher, Dr. 
James Mahaffy has a terrifi c 
bargain—to say nothing of 
valuable resource—available. 
Mahaffy has combed through 
years of video microscopy 
footage he’s taken in his zoology 
and biology labs to fi nd his 
best shots of protozoa and 
invertebrates. He has two DVDs, 
and he’s willing to send them to 
teachers who might like to use 
them in their classrooms. The 
cost is his cost—$2.81 each.
 The fi rst DVD is fi lled with 
images of protozoa. Mahaffy’s 
favorites are the gracefully 
shifting ciliated protozoa from 
the stomach of a grass-eating 
cow and that of another ciliate, 
Paramecium, that shows the 
yeast cells going into the 
Paramecium and becoming part 
of a food vacuole.
 The second DVD captures 
the movement of invertebrates. 
Mahaffy is especially happy with 
the plankton rotifer in dark fi eld 
microscopy—a dramatic image 
of the organism against a dark 
background—and the fresh water 
Oligocheate—basically a fresh 
water “earthworm.”
 Mahaffy put the videos 
on DVD for his own use and 
convenience because the DVD 
format allows him to go directly 
to a particular image fi le and 
immediately see the organism 
he wants to use in a lecture 
or lab demonstration. After he 
completed the fi rst DVD, he 
decided he should share it with 
junior high and high school 
science teachers as well. For 
information or to purchase a 
DVD, contact Dr. James Mahaffy 
at mahaffy@dordt.edu
Mahaffy offers DVDs of his prize protozoa and incredible invertebrates
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Dr. Del Vander Zee and Jessica De Boer
In his Avian Biology and Conservation class, Dr. Robb De Haan has his students explore 
the musculature and skeletal structure of cooked birds. The preserved specimens that 
can be ordered from suppliers come complete with unpleasant chemical preservatives, 
whereas working with cooked birds is very pleasant—even tasty, says De Haan
Still the best way to learn science
Carl Fictorie
Ruter rides on 
the record heels 
of his coach 
On February 4, 2006, in a game against Doane 
College, Luke Ruter earned a 
spot in Dordt’s record book for 
second-most points scored in 
his college career. The Dordt 
College senior has played point 
guard on the varsity basketball 
team for all four of his years at 
Dordt and has racked up over 
1700 points. His second-place 
position puts him just behind 
fellow alumnus and current 
basketball coach Greg Van 
Soelen. 
 Ruter’s accomplishment 
shows the enthusiasm he has for 
playing basketball.  
 “Sports are what I love,” 
Ruter says simply, leaning back 
in his chair with his palms over 
his knees. But more important 
than his love of athletics, Ruter 
feels a calling to use the talent 
he has for a greater purpose. 
“God blesses everyone with 
talents, and he blessed me with 
the ability to play basketball. 
That’s how I honor God.”
 Ruter has participated in 
sports since he was in the fi fth 
grade. He chose his major, 
Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation, because it’s tied to 
athletics, where he knows his 
gifts lie, but also because of the 
infl uence his dad, Dave (’76), 
has had on him. His dad is the 
recreation director of the city of 
Sioux Center. 
 Ruter hopes to get a job as 
a recreation director as well. 
“Maybe I’ll be in charge of a 
youth league at a youth center or 
something,” he says. “I like kids, 
and I like sports. It’d be great to 
be able to work with both at the 
same time.” 
 “Sports gives kids a way 
to express themselves and use 
their gifts in a positive manner,” 
Ruter says. “It also helps them 
stay out of trouble,” he adds 
with a grin.
 Ruter thinks of himself as 
a Christian athlete, and wants 
that fact to show both in his 
athletic career now at Dordt 
and in his professional career 
after graduation. When asked to 
explain what exactly he means 
by “Christian athlete,” he says 
emphatically, “Christian athletes 
need to be humble, be good 
sports, and accept winning and 
losing in a positive manner.” By 
“good sports,” he means “They 
don’t play cheap, you know? 
They respect the offi cials, the 
other team, and the fans.”   
 “Christian athletes need to 
realize where their gifts come 
from,” he concludes.               




Women fi ght tough competitors
The Dordt College Lady Defenders completed a 15-13 season recently, 
advancing to the Great Plains Athletic 
Conference quarterfi nals before seeing their 
season come to an end.
 The Lady Defenders, under fi fth-year 
head coach Glenn Bouma, posted a 9-9 
record in the ultra-competitive Great Plains 
Athletic Conference and tied for fi fth place 
in the fi nal standings. The conference, 
considered by many as the premier league 
in the country at the NAIA level, has again 
qualifi ed four teams for the NAIA Division 
II national tournament.
 Playing a schedule loaded with top-20 
opponents, nine of Dordt College’s thirteen 
losses came at the hands of teams that 
qualifi ed for the NAIA national tournament 
and ended the season rated in the top 20.
 A senior group of seven players 
concluded their careers by helping the 
Lady Defenders to their second highest win 
total since the 1991-1992 season. Jill Haan 
(senior; Orange City, Iowa) headlined the 
group by earning All-GPAC second-team 
honors and was the leading scorer for this 
year’s team with a 10.5 points-per-game 
average along with 6.1 rebounds per game. 
Shawna Flikkema (senior; Manhattan, 
Montana), a four-year regular for the 
Lady Defenders, also concluded her Lady 
Defender career, appearing in over 100 
games during her career and garnering 
all-GPAC honorable mention honors after 
averaging 7.3 points per game. Flikkema 
leaves Dordt College as the 16th leading 
scorer all-time and Haan left her mark as 
the 19th leading scorer and 15th leading 
rebounder.
 Rachel Van Beek (senior; Inwood, Iowa) 
joined the elite 600-600 club at Dordt 
College, becoming just the seventh player 
all-time to score at least 600 points and 
grab 600 rebounds during her career. Van 
Beek averaged 7.0 rebounds per game this 
year and leaves the program as the seventh 
leading rebounder all-time.
 Lindsey Van Wyk (junior; Sully, Iowa) 
garnered all-conference honorable mention 
this season after putting up 9.3 points per 
game. The junior hit 40 percent of her shots 
from the fl oor.
Men earn second trip to nationals in 
school history
The Dordt College men’s basketball team became the second basketball 
team in Dordt College history to qualify 
for a national tournament by posting a 22-9 
record through the post-season Great Plains 
Athletic Conference tournament. The team 
joins the 1988 quarterfi nal team as the only 
basketball qualifi ers for the 32-team national 
tournament, held this year at the College of 
Ozarks at Point Lookout, Missouri.
 The Defenders reeled off nine wins in 
a row early in the season to build a 10-1 
record and a number four national rating at 
the time. Throughout the conference season, 
the Defenders put together a 12-6 league 
mark and a fourth place fi nish while holding 
a number 24 rating.  
 The Defenders earned a place in the 
GPAC fi nals with a semifi nal win at number 
one seeded Sioux Falls. The title was not 
to be as the Defenders lost to Morningside 
in the championship game. The Defenders 
had to wait a couple hours before receiving 
word last Tuesday night, February 28, that 
they had been awarded one of nine at-
large berths available to teams not gaining 
automatic qualifi cation.
 Jim Brinks (senior; Kalamazoo, 
Michigan); Brandon Haan (senior; Sioux 
Center, Iowa) and Luke Ruter (senior; Sioux 
Center, Iowa) formed the core of a team that 
posted the second highest win total in school 
history.
 Brinks started thirty games for the 
Defenders through the GPAC tournament 
and had a 6.0 points per game average along 
with 2.6 rebounds per game.  
 Haan worked his way up to the top 
fi fteen all-time in scoring and top twenty 
in rebounding, while earning All-GPAC 
second-team honors for the second year in 
a row with a 14.6 points-per-game average 
and a team high 6.7 rebounds per game.
 Ruter, a starter since his freshman 
season, has scored over 1700 points to get to 
number two all-time. He also grabbed over 
500 rebounds for eleventh all-time and is in 
the top seven in both assists and steals. The 
senior also made over 200 three-pointers 
during his career, which is a school record, 
and averaged 18.7 points and 5.4 rebounds 
per game for the Defenders. Ruter was 
named to the All-GPAC fi rst team for the 
third year in a row.
 Other post-season honors went to 
Derek Keizer (junior; Hull, Iowa) who 
earned All-GPAC honorable mention while 
averaging 6.7 points and 5.5 assists per 
game. Scott Van Zanten (freshman; Pella, 
Iowa) garnered freshman-of-the-year honors 
in the conference after starting all thirty-
one games for the Defenders through the 
conference tournament. He averaged 7.8 




The Dordt College track teams recently concluded the 
indoor portion of their 
2006 season at the 
Great Plains Athletic 
Conference meet. The 
women’s team earned 
its best ever fi nish, fourth 
place, at the conference 
meet with a point total of 
39.5. The Defender men 
placed eighth in the 13-
team race with a total of 
22 points.
 Over the course of 
the season, many records 
were broken, and nine athletes 
met at least the provisional 
standard to qualify for the NAIA national 
indoor meet.
 Jen Kempers (sophomore; Sioux 
Center, Iowa) set records in the 800 and 
1000 in times of 2:15.18 and 3:02.87. The 
times also qualifi ed her for the national 
meet, and she also met the minimum 
standard in the high jump.
Abbie Soodsma (junior; 
Hudsonville, Michigan) set a new 
standard in the 400 with a time of 
1:00.27, which was good enough to 
meet the NAIA’s qualifi cation.   
Christina Beimers (freshman; Langley, 
British Columbia) broke the 55-meter dash 
record with a :07.65 performance at the 
Great Plains Athletic Conference meet.
Joy Horstman (freshman; Sioux Center, 
Iowa), Chelsea Gerdes (junior; Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota), Lori Rowenhorst (junior; 
Orange City, Iowa) and Tami Wierenga
(freshman; Lombard, Illinois) were a part of 
a 4 x 800 meter relay team that paced out a 
third-place fi nish at the Great Plains Athletic 
Conference meet, which met the qualifying 
standard for the NAIA meet. Gerdes also 
met the NAIA’s standard in the 3,000 
meters.
Laurel Ochsner (freshman; Saronville, 
Nebraska) had a strong season in the 60-
meter hurdles and met the NAIA’s standard 
in the event.
Dan De Jong (sophomore; Lansing, 
Illinois) matched a school record in the 
high jump by clearing 6’6” and set a record 
in the triple jump by going 45’5.25”. Both 
performances were good enough to qualify 
for the NAIA meet. Brandon VanderWel
(sophomore; Colorado Springs, Colorado) 
set a Dordt College record in the pole 
vault by clearing 13’0”, and Brett Kroeze
(sophomore; Hull, Iowa) had a good enough 
time in the 600 meters to make the NAIA 
national meet.
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Luke Ruter has been a leader on the Defender bas-
ketball team for four years.
Men earn berth at nationals
Indoor track gets team ready for outdoors
P L U M B L I N E
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James Calvin Schaap
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; 
let your glory be over all the earth.
Took my breath away.  Honestly, it did.  A quarter century ago, I was on the 
very edge of what Canadians call 
“the bush,” in an old 1930s farm 
home just outside of Emo, Ontario, 
with twenty-some people, 
fi fteen or so members of one 
family, all of them smiling.  
I was an honored guest, the 
youth retreat speaker, but 
so were a half-dozen others, 
kids on retreat.  When Nick 
Veldhuisen, immigrant dairy 
farmer, dad and host, prayed 
that fi rst morning at breakfast, 
I felt the blessing.  
 That afternoon he and his boys butchered 
a cow, and I walked out back to watch.  When 
one of the boys got on the tractor and scooped 
up the entrails, I asked another one where he 
was toting the blood and guts.  
 “We’ll dump it out back,” he said.  
 I shook my head in the loud sputtering of 
that tractor.  I didn’t understand. 
 “The bears’ll get it,” he yelled over the 
popping.
 A wilderness family of 17 people so full of 
love and spirit that I wished the world could 
take a seat at that long kitchen table and get 
their own breakfast scoop of porridge.  Faith 
breathed in that house and beamed out there in 
the bush; and, young writer that I was, I knew, 
maybe for the fi rst time in my life, that I had 
to commit what I felt in that wonderful home 
to words.  I needed to write something about 
Nick and Ann Veldhuisen.
Another visit—a funeral
     Just a few days ago, 25 years 
and a half-dozen visits later, 
I returned to Emo for Ann 
Veldhuisen’s funeral.  Her 
beloved husband, Nick, had died 
just a few months before.  
 It’s a long ride up to the 
bush, and we got to the Emo 
church just before ten at 
night, the family’s visitation 
just about over.  They had 
kept the coffi n open for us, 
they said, because they knew 
we were coming.  And there 
she was, Ann Veldhuisen, 
mom to 15 kids, 50+ 
grandchildren, most of them 
there in the church—and hostess to a host 
of Dordt kids through the years, dozens and 
dozens of them who made weekend trips to 
the Emo, maybe the closest Canadian home. 
 What was there in her coffi n was her 
mortal shell, but she was gone, somewhere 
smiling.
 Her sons had built that gorgeous coffi n, 
and, once we backed away, the six of them 
together closed the lid.  I’ve seen wreaths 
laid at Arlington’s Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier, but those six Veldhuisen sons 
bringing the cover down over their mom’s 
remains, a cover they’d cut and planed and 
sanded with their own hands, was a beloved 
gesture I’ll never forget.
“Be exalted, Lord. . .”
Honestly, I’m not sure what the man who 
would become King David means when he 
asks the Lord to exalt himself in the fi nal 
verse of Psalm 57.  It’s as if he’s trying to 
coax some jittery kid out on the stage for a 
show that’s been rehearsed for weeks.  I’m 
not sure God almighty needs a cheerleader.  
“Be exalted, Lord,” he says, as if the 
Creator of Heaven and Earth is somehow 
introverted.
 But this morning, I’m thinking that the 
glory of the Lord that David wants displayed 
over the earth is not just some perfect 
dawn or a stupendous miracle that leaves 
us utterly speechless.  This morning, just a 
few days after a funeral, I am confi dent that 
God is exalted in the lives of his saints, each 
of them, and in their going home, all that 
devoted joy behind.
In the lives of his saints
Three days ago, up there in the wilderness, 
I saw, for the last time, a woman on whom 
God’s glory shown like some sparkling 
patina, a woman who, with her husband, 
years ago made me want to write, made me 
want to sing.  
 I don’t believe David the poet, the singer, 
had a funeral in mind when he ended this 
wholehearted psalm of praise with the 
words he did—“Be exalted, God, above the 
heavens,” but I believe the poet/king would 
be singing himself at the blessed eternity of 
the lives of the saints, one more of whom is 
now home.  
 In Ann Veldhuisen’s annual joy at fi rst 
robins and early daffodils, in her unceasing 
prayers for her children, in her lifelong 
trust in the Lord, in the celebration of joy 
that so many experienced in the home 
she and Nick made in Emo, Ontario, that 
woman, a cheerleader in the God’s glorious 
wilderness, praised the Lord.  God almighty 
was and is exalted.
 Maybe I can say it this way:  I’m 
thankful that I was there to witness, when 
a prayer that David sung so long ago was 
answered, once again.
In 1982, Dr. Schaap’s story about the 
Veldhuisen family appeared in The Banner,
the fi rst story in a series of sketches of 
people who belonged to the Christian 
Reformed Church. That series was later 
published in a book, CRC Family Album, 
Schaap’s second book.  The photo of Ann 
Veldhuisen hanging clothes on the line 
outside their farm home appeared on the 
cover of The Banner.
Of the fi fteen Veldhuisen children, thirteen 
attended Dordt. Margaret, Grace, Alice, and 
Wilma fi nished a B.A. program; Wilma also 
earned her M.A.. To date, six Veldhuisen 
grandchildren have attended, two of them 
presently—Jolene Veldhuisen and Justene 
Vander Grift.
Nick and Ann Veldhuisen were lifelong supporters 
of Dordt College. Thirteen of their fi fteen children 
attended.
Celebrating God's glory in the 
lives of his saints, the Veldhuisens 
Pheasant Hunters Wanted
Dordt College is seeking pheasant hunters to be part of an inaugural 
pheasant hunt in New Holland, SD, on November 9-11, 2006. 
Dordt College and Dakota Christian School are partnering to provide a fabulous hunting experience for you. Proceeds from the 
hunt will help fund the Dordt College Rooster Booster Scholarship—a new scholarship benefi ting Dordt College students who would 
otherwise not be able to attend college because of high fi nancial need, and the Dakota Christian building fund.
The cost is $2,500 per person. Part of the cost of this hunt is deductible.
Participation in this hunt is limited and few spots are left. This all-inclusive hunting experience includes lodging, meals, professional 
hunting guides and dogs, shells, sporting clay course, shooting shirt and cap, and transportation from the Sioux Falls airport.
Plenty of prime hunting land is available for our use. Come be part of a world-class hunting experience.
Contact Dave Vander Werf
to obtain registration information at
712-722-6023 (offi ce) or 712-449-5047 (cell).
A meditation on Psalm 57:11
James C. Schaap
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Jennifer Baas
 Daniel Heckmann
Teachers for Underprivileged Children 
Scholarship Rachel Hamstra
Trans Ova Agriculture Scholarship
Erin Magnuson
Vander Ark Family Scholarship
Amy Kok
 Kelley Kok










Vermeer Computer Science Intern 
Scholarship Michael De Maar
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A Human Being Died That 




How does a nation fi nd justice and recover from unthinkable 
horror? Nazis were tried at 
Nuremburg, other nations have 
declared “national forgetting,” 
and Zimbabwe harbors the 
man who created the Red 
Terror in Ethiopia. Rwanda and 
the former Yugoslavia continue 
to bring the indescribable 
horrors of ethnic cleansing to 
light and hope that sunshine 
will disinfect the violent 
viruses from their societies. 
 South Africa, after decades 
of suppression under the 
Apartheid system, folded in 
an element of forgiveness, 
acknowledging widespread 
guilt, and offering truth over 
revenge. Was it a perfect 
solution? No. Few human 
efforts at reconciliation 
perfectly clear the slate. Did it 
reveal the many characteristics 
a human being carries: black, 
white, and shades of gray? 
Yes—not the black and white 
skin tones that 
determined 




out by their 
ideologies and their 




Madikizela is a black 
South African and the only 
psychologist in South Africa’s 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission—an experimental 
effort at national healing after 
decades of hate, violence, 
counter-violence, and terror. 
 It takes an astonishing 
career to be known as “Prime 
Evil.” But one man managed to 
earn that title in his career as a 
primary offi cer of Apartheid’s 
shadowy security and counter-
terrorism arm. He was a 
phantom leader of Apartheid’s 
terror. Finally he became 
known by his own name, 
Eugene de Kock. Gobodo-
Madikizela manages to sit in a 
room with him and to describe 
the humanity she found in 
him to readers. He remains a 
murderer, but he is human. 
 “It is a pleasure to 
meet you,” he says 
while manacled to 
a wall on their fi rst 
meeting in a maximum 
security prison 
in Pretoria. He is 
sentenced to 212 
years of confi nement, 
convicted of crimes 
against humanity. 
     De Kock enforced 
a system of separation and 
oppression developed by 
Afrikaners—our cousins. 
They used elements of and 
distortions of the Calvinist 
doctrine our churches and 
schools and families use to 
navigate the path we walk 
through this world. 
 Gobodo-Madikizela fi nds 
the forgivable corners of dark 
hearts and the compassionate 
bursts of broken hearts 
through her encounters with 
de Kock, visits with victims 
and survivors, and from 
Commission testimony from 
people such as mothers who 
looked the killers of their 
children in the eye and said, “I 
forgive you. I have no hatred 
in my heart.” She fi nds a full 
spectrum of life after decades 
of trauma. 
 How many times do we 
say “Never again”? On paper, 
for the sake of history, it’s a 
numbers game, names and 
numbers. An account book: 
who did what to whom and 
when. But more powerfully, 
next we can forgive—even 
without understanding or 
legitimizing. Forgiveness 
is more diffi cult; it takes 
something super-human. But 
it provides empowerment for 
victims and human grace for 
both victim and convict. 
 Gobodo-Madikizela gives 
another possible result for the 
Biblical forgiveness equation 
of seventy times seven. It can 
be called the ‘new math’ for 
the new South Africa. It is 
elusive but it is infi nite and it 
is possible. It requires more of 
the heart and less of the mind 
to calculate.
Renee Storteboom "walked" 
with the class of ‘94, but says 
her diploma is dated January 
‘95. We consider her a part of 
the class of 1994. Renee is a 
writer/editor and a program 
manager working with 
humanitarian organizations 
and think tanks in Africa and 
Washington, D.C.
Judy (Vande Hoef) Hagey (’73)
Gregg VandeKieft’s teachers at Pella Christian probably weren’t as surprised 
at Gregg’s selection as Dordt 
College Distinguished 
Alumnus as he was. They 
are the ones, after all, who 
saw potential in the young 
student behind the antics and 
incessant chatter. 
 It was the death of a high 
school classmate in his senior 
year that moved Gregg from 
a free-wheeling student 
who hadn’t given much 
thought to future goals 
and vocations to one who 
began to seriously ponder 
his gifts and calling. 
 Intrigued by the sciences, particularly the 
wonders of the human body, Gregg started 
Dordt College as a biology major in 1979. 
In his sophomore year, visiting English 
Professor Stanley Wiersma opened his eyes 
and sparked an interest in the humanities. 
As he faced the possiblity of abandoning his 
medical pursuits in favor of the humanities, 
Professor Wiersma advised him to continue 
both pursuits—to blend his vocation with 
his avocation. VandeKieft considers himself 
blessed to have found meaningful life’s 
work that does just that as a physician, 
teacher, and medical ethicist. 
      It would be hard to make the 
charge stick today that Gregg 
is not working to his potential. 
He spends a bit more than half 
of his time in private family 
medical practice at Providence 
St. Peter Hospital in Olympia, 
Washington. The rest of his time 
is spent working with outpatient 
hospice care and inpatient palliative 
care. As a clinical associate 
professor of family medicine at 
the University of Washington 
Family Medicine Residency 
Program at St. Peter, he gives 
about a third of his time to his patients, a 
third to supervising residents and medical 
students, and another third to scholarly 
work.  Gregg also serves as the co-chair of 
the ethics committee at Providence St. Peter 
and is president-elect of the Washington 
Academy of Family Physicians. 
 While Gregg is highly regarded among 
his co-workers as a “model physician, 
teacher, leader, and colleague,” Dordt 
College, too, is pleased to recognize Gregg 
not only for his contributions to medicine, 
but particularly for his ability and desire to 
live out his faith in his professional calling. 
Gregg joins a growing list of alumni who 
have been recognized for their faithfulness 
in living out the vision of Dordt College. We 
do so for a variety of reasons—to encourage 
students in their pursuit of their gifts and 
God’s call for them; to affi rm faculty in their 
teaching and infl uence, and to acknowledge, 
with gratitude, a sampling of the men and 
women who are making a mark on the world.
 We invite nominations for alumna and 
alumnus of distinction.  Please complete 
the form on the opposite page or submit 
nominations online at:
www.dordt.edu/alumni/nominate 
Gregg VandeKieft  is 2006 
Distinguished Alumnus
A L U M N I  B O O K  R E V I E W
Dr. Gregg VandeKieft spoke in chapel about "call-
ing" during Alumni Week. VandeKieft, a physician 
and medical professor, spoke to students and was 
honored at a banquet.
Judy Hagey
Forgiveness trumps prime evil
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Nomination Form
I submit the following in consideration of the Dordt College Distinguished Alumnus/a:
Name:  _________________________________________________________________
Address:  _______________________________________________________________










Dordt College Alumni Offi ce
498 4th Ave NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250
Submit online nominations at: www.dordt.edu/alumni/nominate
S N A P S H O T S  F R O M  A L U M N I  W E E K E N D
Karen Walhof (’73) has served on the 
Renewing Worship Project Proposal Group for a 
new worship book for the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA). Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship is slated to be published by Augsburg 
Fortress Publishers in 2006.  The book will also be 
available electronically.  
Jake and Marg Hoogland ('76,'74) are in 
Bolivia. After language school they will make their 
way to Yapacani and Patajusal, fi nding opporunities 
to work in community development. You can keep 
up with their work by visiting their blog: http://
www.hooglandsinbolivia.blogspot.com 
Miriam (Ernest) Bandfi eld (’76) recently 
accepted a position at KNWS in Waterloo, Iowa, as 
a DJ of contemporary Christian music.
The Board of Trustees of the Christian 
Reformed Church (CRC) has appointed Ida 
Mutoigo (’82) to the position of Director of the 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee 
(CRWRC), Canada. Mutoigo currently serves 
as CRWRC’s team leader for East and Southern 
Africa. Mutoigo has served with CRWRC for 21 
years in the areas of community and leadership 
development. She and her husband, James, have 
three children.
Terry Crull (’79) is the new Director of Choral 
Activities at Ft. Hays State University in Hays, 
Kansas. At FHSU, he will conduct the Concert 
Choir, the Ft. Hays Singers, the Women’s Chorale, 
and the Men’s Glee Club. 
Sergeant Reginald Boot (’85) has retired after 
twenty-four years of service with the United States 
Army (from 1981 to 2005). His position was in the 
Operations NCO Department.
Greg De Boer (’89) was recently honored with 
the Most Valuable Contributor award for 2005 as a 
Senior Design Engineer at Great Lakes Window in 
Toledo, Ohio.
Andrew Wierenga (’89) completed the state of 
Florida’s certifi cation as a law enforcement offi cer 
in July.
Steve Zwart (’90) is beginning his eighth 
year as senior pastor of Unity Christian Reformed 
Church in Prinsburg, Minnesota, and his tenth year 
of full-time ministry. Angela (Hegeman, ’91) Zwart 
continues to work as both a homemaker and an on-
call social worker with Rice Hospital of Wilmar.  
Shelley (Westerhof) Toolis (’95) recently 
completed a 600-hour internship to earn her master's 
degree in school counseling. 
Marc Andreas (’96) recently accepted a 
position at Bethany Christian Services in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, as Director of Marketing 
and Communications. He, his wife Shelby 
(Nunnikhoven, ’96), and their three children are 
making new friends and enjoying the new adventure 
of living in Western Michigan. 
A L U M N I  N O T E S
1. The weather outside was frightful, but inside it was delightful. Friday’s dinner, honoring Distinguished Alumnus Gregg 
VandeKieft, brought back fond memories of college days for Gregg; former roommate and classmate, Tim Vos; emeritus pro-
fessor Dr. John Vander Stelt; and biology professor Dr. Delmar Vander Zee.
2. A 30-voice alumni choir, under the direction of Dr. Benjamin Kornelis, provided an after-dinner mini-concert.
3. Hungry alumni and parents enjoyed Jazz and (fl ap) Jacks thanks to the efforts of members of the Concert Band and Jazz 
Band. Contributions support the Concert Band’s upcoming tour of Eastern Europe.  
4. Alumni basketball and hockey games brought players from Alberta, Ontario, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and South Dakota for 
some friendly competition with student teams. Both varsity basketball teams were successful in their contests with Briar Cliff 
University with the Defenders squeaking out a two-point win in the closing seconds of the game. 
5. The Kids Carnival offers fun and games for children of alumni and a hands-on educational experience for members of the 
Future Active Teachers (FACT) Club.








As you listen to Dr. Al Mennega talk about his Lao and Tai Dam friends, you sense that he feels grateful to 
know them, grateful to be able to hear their 
amazing stories. 
 “Their histories of where they have been 
and how they got to where they are today are 
astounding,” he says. “Fascinating histories 
of God’s grace. It’s hard for us well-sheltered 
Anglos to understand the hardships they have 
undergone.” 
 What you don’t hear from Mennega, a 
former Dordt biology professor, is that he’s 
one of the few “Anglos” in northwest Iowa 
who can come close to understanding their 
hardships, that he himself has been a channel 
of God’s grace for them, or that they’re 
probably pretty grateful to know him, too. But 
that doesn’t make these things any less 
true. For almost ten 
years now, Mennega 
has led a Bible study 
for Lao and Tai Dam 
people living in the 
Northwest Iowa and 
Southwest Minnesota.
 The Bible study 
fi rst began in 1997, 
when Reverend Tom 
Soerens was teaching 
theology at Dordt.  “I 
mentioned that I had been working with Asian 
refugees for some time,” says Mennega. This 
interested Soerens, who wanted to meet Khay 
Baccam, an ordained evangelist who lives 
in Sioux Center. Later, the three of them sat 
down together and discussed ways that they 
could minister to the Tai Dam and Lao people 
living in the area. 
 “Under Rev. Soerens’ leadership we 
started a Bible study, which met at Dordt,” 
says Mennega. “He gave a great impetus to 
the class.” Soerens returned to the mission 
fi eld, but Mennega continued to work with the 
Lao/Tai Dam people. 
 The Bible study, which focuses on 
teaching the spiritual leaders of Lao/Tai Dam 
communities in Sioux Center, Sioux City, and 
Worthington, Minnesota, has studied a wide 
variety of topics over the years. Currently, 
they are fi nishing up a study of the Three 
Forms of Unity, which were translated from 
English by Baccam. Mennega mentions with 
pride the “enthusiasm” and “lively discussion” 
that accompanies their study of these texts. 
 But one of the most special moments for 
Mennega came when each student in the 
Bible study was instructed to prepare and 
deliver a sermon.
 “When all the students had their turn, they 
insisted that I too had to take my turn,” says 
Mennega. “They also insisted that I deliver 
the sermon in the Tai Dam language. My Tai 
Dam was pretty rudimentary, but I rose to the 
challenge, delivered the sermon, and received 
great applause.” 
 Listening to the story, it’s hard to know 
who enjoyed the sermon more—the students, 
who got to experience the joy of studying 
God’s Word, or Mennega, who got to 
experience the joy of serving God’s people. 
 “The quality of the sermon’s language left 
much to be desired,” admits Mennega.  “But 
in their eyes it was a wonder that an American 
could give a speech in their language.  It was a 
great experience for me.” 
Lisa Pool (’98) fi nished law school at the 
University of Western Ontario in June 2004 
and was called to the bar in September 2005 
after successfully completing the Ontario Bar 
Admission Course. She is currently working with 
a law fi rm in Hamilton, Ontario, in the area of civil 
litigation. 
Jerry Loverin (’00) recently accepted a 
position at Orr & Associates Insurance Services 
in Temecula, California, as a broker. He works 
from home in Battle Mountain, Nevada. Sharla
(Heerema, ex ’01) works as homemaker, child-
raiser and soon-to-be home-schooler. They are 
members of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in 
Battle Mountain.
Timothy Van Zee (’00) recently accepted 
a position as Information Technology Manager 
at Tec Industries.  Tec is a carbon fi ber part 
manufacturing company in Orange City, Iowa. 
Steven Bruin (’01) received a Doctor of 
Pharmacy from South Dakota State University. He 
is currently employed as a pharmacist with Prairie 
Stone Pharmacy in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area. 
Beth Knight (’05) is the Worship 
Coordinator at First Hamilton Christian 
Reformed Church in Hamilton, Ontario.
Marriages
Stephen Chacon and Marilyda Stel (’98), 
1/21/06
Jeremy Van Beek (’00) and Rachel De Boer 
’02), 12/29/04
Jesse Possail and Sarah Palm (’03), 8/20/05
Paul Frankfurter and Michelle Reedyk (’04), 
12/30/05
Jeff Heldt and Ulrike “Rikki” Mueller (’04), 
4/09/05
Ryan Pendergrass and Candice Vande 
Zandschulp (’04), 11/08/04
Jonathan Reich and Holly Retzer (’04), 
12/17/05 
Eric Westra (’03)and LeAnne Kooienga , 
’05), 12/28/05
Ross Slagter (’04) and Rebecca Groenendyk 
(’05), 8/27/05
David Dorhout and Rebekkah Shour (’05), 
1/07/06
Paul Terpstra and Beth Knight (’05), 9/02/05 
Thomas Van Hofwegen (’05) and Rachel 
Wielenga  (’05), 10/01/05
Billy Molloy and Carie Vander Veen (’98), 
8/06/05
Mark Vander Pol (’00) and Julie Watjer, 
9/12/03
Mike Goodwin and Kim Louters (’05), 6/17/05
A L U M N I  N O T E S
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Births
Bruce and Lisa (VanderVeen, ’86) Stadt, 
Janessa RouLin, born 4/01/04, adopted 
3/24/05
Jeff and Sharon (Byker) Dahm (’87, ex’89), 
Maria Elaine, 10/27/05
Paul and Lora (Mulder, ’88) Vis, Summer 
Therese, 6/20/05
Jim Hummel and Carol Slomp (’89, ’93), 
Ainsley Willemien, 10/24/04
Bradley and Cynthia (Van Holland, ’90)  
Kampsra, Aaron John, 1/19/06
Jamie and Jana (Meyerink, ’90) Franken, 
Victoria Joy, 11/27/04
Dave (’90) and Marlene Tebben, Hope 
Katherine, 1/11/06
Brad and Janet (Zylstra, ’90) Vande Weerd, 
Jacob Bradley, 12/26/04
Steve and Angela (Hegeman) Zwart (’91, 
’91), Seth Edward, 11/22/05
Kevin (’92) and Hilda De Wolde, Kendra 
Renee, 3/17/05
Nolan and Karla (Marcus) Vos (’93, ’92), 
Josiah Matthew, 8/17/05
David (’93) and Jody Andringa, Taylor 
Madison, 11/14/05
Rob (’93) and Dawn Clemens, Hannah Joy, 
12/16/05
Bradley (ex ’94) and Amy Nyhof, William 
Henry, 11/01/04
Brian and Lora (Blankespoor) Seifert (’94, 
’94), Elizabeth Rose, 6/15/04
Todd and Beth (Kooiker, ’94) Van Baren, 
Jacob Todd and Jori Beth, 10/18/05
Steve and Krista (Siepman) Brandsma (’95, 
’95), Aiden Paul Dylan, 1/07/05
Jason and Kristin (Byker, ’95) Hannawalt, 
Henry Lincoln, 9/22/05
Timon (’95) and Anita Rens, Cole Logan, 
12/16/05
Tom and Shelley (Westerhof, ’95) Toolis, 
Sean Michael, 4/11/05
Troy and Debra (Herredsberg) Meyer (’95, 
’96), Seth Charles, 5/02/05
Daniel and Anne (Hoogeveen) Jasper (’95, 
ex ’97), Natalie Joy, 4/22/05
Chad and Sara (Vander Griend) Nibbelink
(’95, ’98), Ava Elaine, 7/06/05
Jonathan and Rachel (Blankespoor) Mooy 
(’96, ’96), Allison Lyn, 9/03/05
Bryan and Cynthia (Dykstra) Santema 
(’96, ’96), Grant Hayden, 4/15/05
Matt and Marcy (Van Gameron) Kortman 
(’96, ’97), Benjamin Darrell, 10/09/04
John Andringa (’97) and Tracy Wacker, 
Lauren Julie-Ann, 2/07/05
Eric and Sally (Ebels) Baas (’97, ’97), 
Cameron Eric, 4/14/05
Nathan and Karmen (Huisken, ’97) Engbers, 
Carson Wesley, 2/25/05
Matt (’97) and Rachael Fynaardt, Hannah 
Jo, 3/17/05, and Jacob David, 12/04/03
Jonathan and Kristin (Pierik) Markus, 
(’97,’97) Lauryn Janelle, 1/30/06
Kristopher (’97) and Beth Tukker, Zachary 
Isaac, 10/09/05
Mike and Jill (Hayes) Veenstra (’97,’97), 
Etta Elaine, 6/18/03
Neil and Becky (Van De Griend) Graves 
(’97, ’99), Hannah Ruby, 10/04/05
Mark and Annette (Groen) Rip (’97, ’99), 
Micah Gregory, 8/30/05
Kurtis and Sharon (Wiersma) Vos (’97, 
’02), Meghan Nicole, 5/17/05
Andy and Rachel (Bakker) Landman (’98, 
’97), Ezra Cole, 8/06/05
Benji and Melissa (Dykstra, ’98) Goodrich, 
Isaiah Standish, 1/06/06
Kevin and Kim (Verbrugge) Groenenboom 
(’98, ’98), Allison Jean, 8/04/05
Matthew and Rachelle (Niewenhuis, ’99) 
Hubers, Hayden Matthew, 6/22/05
Izzy and Kim (Weeks) Huygen (’98, ’98), 
Selah Elizabeth, 12/25/05
Brad and Erika (Rozeboom, ’98) Schelling, 
Morgan Jane, 4/22/05
Greg and Sarah (Nieuwsma, ’98) Schemper, 
Kate Jayne, 5/10/05
Arie and Tami (De Haan) de Jong (’98, 
’99), Arie John, 5/07/05
John and Sara (Jasper) Blaak (’99, ’98), 
Tyler Adrian, 8/26/05
Michael (’99) and Marieke Bakker, Janna 
Marie, 12/28/05
Jeff and Marisa (VanderMeulen) Krosschell 
(’99, ’99), Ashley Beth, 6/28/05
Ryan and Jennifer (Van Mersbergen) 
Noteboom (’99, ’99), Reagan Elinor, 
12/07/05
Mitch and Kay (Kleinjan) Shooks (’99, 
’99), Clara Grace, 11/22/05
Brent  (’99) and Vicki Steenhoek, (’) Erika 
Lynn, 9/02/05
Mick (’99) and Koty Vande Griend, Lauren 
Sofi a, 4/25/05
Chad and Jennifer (Fuller, ’99) Vortherms, 
Treyton James, 12/13/05
Patrick (’99) and Melinda Zondervan, Isaac 
Patrick, 1/26/06
Nick and Maria (Flikkema) Noteboom 
(’99,’99), Carson Lee, 2/9/06
Reid and Leah (Veldhuisen, ’00) Holverson, 
Haley Johanna, 5/21/05
Nathan and Kristen (Vande Berg) 
Sederstrom (’00, ’97), Ryan Matthew, 
5/06/05
Paul and Jill (Driesen) Ten Haken (’00, 
’00), Jade Priscilla, 12/15/05
Randy and Juli (Rouw) Oostra ('00, '00),
Rayahna Jolyn, 2/16/05
Wade and Denise (Kooistra, ’00) Vanden 
Berg, Elliot Wade, 12/29/05
Adam (’00) and Krista Van Meeteren, 
Carson David, 10/30/05
Timothy (’00) and Sara Van Zee, Zacheriah 
Jon, 2/21/06
Steve and Sally (Jongsma) Blom (’01, ’90), 
Gretchen Elizabeth, 1/21/06
Chris and Heather (Kreykes, ’01) Aaron, 
Marcus Jay, 5/04/05
Steve and Cary (Roskamp) Bruin (’01, ’01),
Grace Adelyne, 8/29/05
Mark and Pam (Wierenga) Hoogwerf (’01, 
’01), Valerie Kate, 12/31/05
David and Sarah (Juhl) Kuiper (ex ’94, 
’01), Aubrey Mae, 1/02/06
Alan and Jill (Van Voorst, ’01) Muilenburg, 
Jocelyn Nicole, 8/24/05
Nathan and Emily (Klaasen) Wilson (’01, 
’01), Andrew Thomas, 1/23/06
David and Melissa (Lytle) Slomp (’02, ’02), 
Leighton Joseph, 10/17/05
Rick and Shelley (Bolkema) Hoogeveen 
(’02, ’01), Blake Andrew, 11/26/05
Paul (’02) and Erin De Jong, Evan James, 
10/13/05
Josh and Kelli (Van De Weert, ’ex 02) 
Dubois, Ryley Alexis, 3/01/04 and Zeke 
Joshua, 8/23/05
Eric and Darcy (Faber) Maas (’02, ’02), 
Katelyn Grace, 8/14/05
Scott and Maria (Davelaar) Philipsen (’02, 
’02), Brooklyn Joy, 10/04/05
David and Katie (Zwart) Epema (’02, ’03), 
Levi Matthew, 12/01/05
John and Kim (Kooiker) Boer (’03, ’03), 
Anna Katherine, 12/14/05
Tim and Sara (Blom) Mulder (’03, ’03), 
Logan Mikel, 10/12/05
Jon and Jennifer (Landherr) Myers (’03, 
’03), Emma Joy, 8/27/05
Brent and Kim (Goslinga) Philipsen (’00, 
’03), Rebecca Lyn, 2/07/06
Josh and Brenda (Bolkema) Vermeer (’03,
’03), Kyra Jae, 12/06/05
Nathan and Amanda (Ellens, ’03) 
Westendorp, Carter Jacob, 12/31/05
Ryan and Candice (Vande Zandschulp, ’04) 
Pendergrass, Daemon James, 7/22/05
Mennega still leads Tai Dam Bible study on campus
A L U M N I  N O T E S
Mennega
A L U M N I  P R O F I L E
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James Calvin Schaap
He wouldn’t want his story to begin in 1976, with his emigration to the United States, with the loving 
welcome given him and his family by 
gracious members of Hull First Christian 
Reformed Church, with his fi rst bite of an 
American hamburger, his fi rst language 
lesson, or the story of his fi rst, somewhat 
disastrous semester at Dordt College.  
 Dinh Van Lo wouldn’t even want his 
story to begin with his birth in Vietnam, 
his father’s death when he was just fi ve 
years old, his own prestigious education 
in quality French schools in Laos, or 
the devoted wisdom of his beloved 
grandmother, who raised him.  
 Dinh Van Lo, a Dordt College graduate 
of 1981, would probably start his own story 
in antiquity, as far back as 1283, when 
the kingdom of the Tai Dam, one of the 
least known ethnic groups of Indochina, 
was utterly destroyed by Kublai Khan. He 
might just start there because he describes 
the Tai Dam, his own proud ethnic tribe, as 
“professional refugees,” people who have 
little or no collective memory of living in 
their own land.  
 When Dinh Van Lo came to northwest 
Iowa in 1976, America’s Bicentennial year, 
he was part of the newest chapter in the 
long story of his own refugee people, to 
whom relocation is not news.
 That whole story of the Tai Dam is the 
saga he and his people want to tell and 
memorialize on 100 acres of land they 
purchased along the Des Moines River in 
Iowa’s capital city, where, today, ninety 
percent of the American Tai Dam people 
live. Dinh is a grant writer in the Des 
Moines Independent Public School System, 
where he has been employed in various 
ways for more than twenty years, and 
vice president of the Tai Village Project, a 
dream that will soon begin to materialize 
on the now-empty rolling hills where an 
old factory once turned out bricks.
 If the Tai Dam people brim with as 
much devotion and good humor as Dinh 
claims they do, then he is himself a most 
able representative and leader. Visit the 
site of the proposed Tai Village with him 
sometime, and you’ll soon reach for your 
wallet.  
 He says his people are civic-minded, 
community-oriented, and industrious.  
Dinh’s vitae includes a long list of 
community service:  Commissioner of the 
Des Moines Human Rights Commission, 
the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, and 
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights; 
a member of the Iowa Learns Council; 
past president of the National Association 
for the Advancement and Education of 
Cambodian, Laotian, and Vietnamese 
Americans and a board member of 
Southeast Asian Resources Action Center, 
Washington, D.C. And there’s more.
 But his passion is his people, and little 
means as much to him now as the proposed 
Tai Village, something he believes will be 
an asset to the city, the state, and even the 
nation. It will serve as a community center 
for his people, a showplace for their culture 
and history; and it will document, he says, 
stories like his own, immigrant stories of 
people who needed befriending, and of 
those sponsors who, in the 70s and 80s, 
selfl essly came to their aid.
 The Tai Village project will tell 
hundreds, even thousands of stories about 
suffering, not unlike his own—about the 
time in the refugee camps when his family 
shared a couple of minnows just to fl avor 
their watery soup; about the time eight 
family members felt fortunate to share a 
single egg for lunch.
But the Tai Village will also tell the story 
of Governor Robert E. Ray’s request to 
the people of Iowa to fi nd a place in their 
communities for suffering Southeast Asians 
who, as a result of the Vietnam War, found 
themselves in deadly jeopardy in the wave 
of communist takeovers.  
 It will tell the stories like the ones he’ll 
never forget, when Hull First CRC gave 
him and his extended family a home, a job, 
a place to begin a new life. It will describe 
what he felt when people from another 
local congregation stole him and his new 
bride away and, while they were out, 
totally stocked the house trailer just east of 
the campus with furniture, pots and pans, 
and food. He and his wife, newlyweds, 
were about to take up residence there while 
Dinh was studying at Dordt. When he tells 
that story, astonishment is still in his eyes.  
 “Dordt College gave me a chance no 
one else would have,” he says, and for that 
chance he will always be grateful.  
 To Dinh Van Lo, who’d been a recipient 
of the fi nest education Laos could offer, 
small-town Iowa seemed, in a way, small 
potatoes, he says. He didn’t want a job in 
a factory; he wanted an education. After 
all, having an education had always been 
expected of him. He’d been highly favored 
in his community, and his father had made 
very clear, before he died, that this son of 
his would someday be a doctor.  
 But he was woefully ill-prepared for 
American higher education. When he took 
the ACT, he says, “I didn’t even know 
where to put my name.” He’ll never forget 
that, and repeats, “Dordt College gave me 
a chance—a big chance.” He’d come to the 
U.S. in May; in September he was enrolled. 
He knows now that few other colleges 
would have taken him, and that too is the 
kind of story the Thai Village will tell.
 There will be other stories, too, like 
the ones he remembers of Dr. Al Mennega 
(see opposite page), professor of biology, 
who gave him oral instead of written tests. 
Mennega quickly became his mentor, he 
says, “because he understood where I was 
from.” He shakes his head. “I wouldn’t 
have made it without him.” That fi rst 
semester he failed English 101 and a 
business class, but not biology.
 He remembers Dordt because he was, 
he says, traveling through the emotional 
problems every immigrant does at fi rst, the 
shock and then disillusionment one feels 
at the discovery that freedom and material 
wealth of this new land aren’t as heavenly 
as once they might have seemed.  
 “Dordt College healed me,” he says, 
with specifi c reference to the diffi cult 
stages of cultural adjustment he knows, not 
only because he’s been through them, but 
also because he’s become an expert in the 
fi eld, lecturing about immigrant problems 
often.  “Dordt College is a Christian 
college—they were understanding and 
caring. Everyone on the sidewalk—they 
were smiling,” he says. “They cared.”
 And more. “Dordt College taught me 
that my work is not just for me,” he says. If 
there was any doubt, one needs only check 
out his vitae, which includes reference to 
two Governor’s Volunteer Awards.
 Stories of starvation and salvation, of 
war and peace, of sadness and joy—those 
are the stories the new Tai Village will tell, 
he says, stories not unlike his own.
 Soon after the fall of Saigon, a former 
U. S. government offi cial named Arthur 
Crisfi eld, who had worked with the Tai 
Dam, pleaded with thirty state governors to 
help the Tai Dam people. What he wanted 
for them was not only deliverance from 
oppression, but also a place they could 
immigrate to together. They were a people, 
a separate people, “professional refugees.”
 Then Iowa Governor Robert E. Ray 
responded to Crisfi eld’s request and 
welcomed the Tai Dam, as a people, to 
Iowa’s prairies, to its cities, its towns and 
villages, to farmsteads on the gently rolling 
hills of its rich and wide land. “As would 
be the case time and time again,” Ray 
wrote recently, “organizations, churches, 
and individuals stepped forward to open 
their homes and their communities.”
 That’s the most recent chapter the 
archives at the Thai Village will relate, and 
one of its primary characters, undoubtedly, 
will be Dinh Van Lo.
Th e stories of Dinh Van Lo
Dinh Van Lo can almost visualize the Tai Village that will rise on this hundred acre plot of Iowa farmland. Iowa is home to more than ninety percent of the Tai Dam 
people living in the United States. The immigrant experience of Dinh Van Lo and other Tai Dam refugees began in Northwest Iowa.
The proposed Tai Village will tell the stories, not only of the immigrants' hunger and suffering, but also of 
the Iowa people's warm welcome.
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